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rights. It may also be pointed out that, under
the Act, claims for compensation for damage
have to be rendered within 12 months of the
wvork being undertaken, and that considerably
more than that time has elapsed since the work
was undertaken in respect of which this vali-
dation in proposed. On the face of it it
appeared to me that because this 12-months
period had elapsed the need for this Bill no
longer existed, but the Crown Law officers bave
advised that it is necessary, and the Govern-
ment are guided by that advice. Since the Bill
was introduced in this House I have received
a letter, and I understand one or two other
members have received letters, from a person
complaining that I -f the Bill is passed it will
take away a certain rights of action which that
person has in this matter. But I have gone
into this question, and I find that this person
is the person who took action against the Gov-
ernment. The course that should have been
taken and was not taken did not, as a matter
of fact, prejudice this individual in any way,
because he had the notice in the Press and the
personally served notice, and the fact that the
Order in Council was not secured was probably
not known to him at the time. Had that Order
in Council been obtained and advertised this
person would have had no cause of action. He
brought this action in the police court and was
successful, and has been paid, so I fail to see
how his position can be prejudiced by the
passing of the Bill. However, if any member
who has received a letter from this person de-
sires time in which to consider the matter and
make sure on the point, I have no desire to
hurry the Bill through.

On motion by Hon. A. Sanderson debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6 p.m.

legislative Beasemblp,
Tihursday, 21st February, 1918.

The SPEAKER took
and read prayers.

the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,

[Pot ''Questions on Noie and ''Papers
Presented'' see ''Votes and Proceedings.'')

QUESTION-RABBIT PEST, POISONING
APPARATUS.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works: Seeing that the funds at
the command of farmers in the wheat areas
are not unlimited, have the State Implement
Works any apparatus for poison distribution
which would be less costly than the poison
carts now being sold at £0?1 If so, will he
supply this House with particulars?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied: The
anaer should be a plain yes. The State Imple-
ment Works exhibited at the Claremont Show
an attachment which may be put upon any or-
dinary sulky or cart, and the price for this at-
tachment runs from £3 15s. up to £8. It is a
singular thing that just before I came to the
House the manager of the State Implement
Works, Air. Shaw, sent me a letter about one
of these £3 15s. poison attachments, and with
the permission of the House I should like to
read it. It is written to the manager of the
State Imp~lenment Works by Mfr. Alex. Rankin
of Kenmuir Farm, Kondinin, and is dated 13th
February, 1918. The letter is as follows:-

Dear Sir,-I am pleased to report to you
that I have received your rabbit poisoning
attachment and wve have fixed it to our sulky.
We have already given it a good trial. We
poisoned 10 miles around our clearings in
about six hours and laid in that time about
5,000 baits. The apparatus worked splen-
didly and gave us every satisfaction. The
whole affair reflects great credit on you and
your staff. It is simple, effective, and very
cheap. To anyone with a sulky it will save a
large sum against the purchase of a cart die-
tributer, and will effect its purpose equally
as well. There is only one little drawback
to the apparatus, and it is difficult to see
how you could overcome same, and that is
your cross bar rests on top of sulky springs
and on driving over rough country the ownu-
pants get badly humped. However, we must
be willing to put up with some inconveni-
ence while we have got such an inexpensive
and effective method of dealing with this
dreaded pest. (Sgd.) Alex. Rankin.

I an, pleased to have received this letter fromt
Mr. Shaw, and to find that our efforts to give
a cheap apparatus have been successful. What
Mr. Shaw has brought forward at £M l~a. is the
cheapest poisoning arrangement in Australia,
and it has proved effective and reliable.

LEAVE OP ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. HARDWICK leave of ab-

sence granted to the member for Leonora (Mr.
Foley) for two weeks on the pround of urgent
private business.

RETIIRN-OOVERNMENT OFFICES IN
PRIVATE BUILDINGS, RENTS.

On motion by Mr. H. ROBINSON (Albany)
ordered: ''That a return be laid upon the
Table of the House showing the amount of
rent which the Government are paying annually
to private individuals, syndicates, or companies
etc., for the use of various premises, lands, and
offices in the metropolitan area.'

The Minister for Works laid the return on
the Table.

RETURN-FREEZING WORKS, WYND-
HAM.

.%r. H. ROBINSON (Albany) [4.40]: 1
formally move-

''That a return be laid upon the Table of
the House showing-(a) The cost of the
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*Wyndham Freezing Works to the 31st Jatnu-
ary, 1918, (b) the anticipated cost when
completed, (c) the maximum and mjinimum
weekly wage paid to (1) men,- (2) boys, (d)
the hours worked, (e) the amount paid to
the same date in passage money for em-
ployees from Fremantle to Wynidham and
back, and also the allowance for lost time in
travelling.''
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Honl. WV. TI

George-Mfurray-Welliu~gton) [4.41]: There is
no opposition to the motion, and the return is
here.

Hion. W. . ANGWIN (North-East Pro-
mantle) (4.42]: 1 would like to point out,
Sir, that this is not the usual way of doing
business in this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: This is a formal motion
and the hion. member cannot debate it.

Hon. W. C. ANGWVIN: Under wvhat ruling
canl 1 not debate this motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a formal motion.
Ron. W. C. AINOWIN: It is a Notice of

Motion given in the ordinary manner.
Mr. SPEAKER: Will the hon. member re-

sone his seat? When an hion. member moves a
motion formally ho cannot make any remarks
upon it, and it has been the ruling of Speakers
that it is not to be debated.

lHon. T. WALKER (Kanowna) [4.43]: Is it
not within the province of nny hon. member to
object to any motion being taken as formial? All
motions that are submitted to the House are
open to debate, and any hon. member in his
place in the House has a perfect right to ob-
ject to a motion being treated as formal. No
bon. member, or even a Minister, can make a
debatable motion a formal one, and so get it
through without debate.

11r. SPEAKER: I will relieve the hoil. iemi-
her if he will resume his seat. In the carry-
ing out of that rule, if a motion is objected to
it cannot be proceeded with. That is the point.
If formal motions are morved and niot debated,
and no objection is raised to thenm, they are
passed. As an objection is raised in this ease,
If cannot put the notion.

Mr. DRAPER (West Perth) [4.44]: What
procedure is necessary to have a motion in-
serted on thre Formal List? I had a unotion
on the Notice Paper yesterday, but was unable
to get to the House by 4.30 pin., and it there-
fore lapsed.

Mr. SPEAKER: Standing Order 104 clearly
points out to the hon. member the position in
regard to that motion.

Mr. DRAPER: The Premier stated in this
House thnt if anyone asked for the papers
with regnrrd to Mr. A. Colenso, Kessell they
would be laid upon the Table of the 11ouse-

M\r. SPEAKER: The hon. member cannot
debate that at this stage.

Mr. DRAPER: I asked for this information
by notice, and therefore thought the motion
would have been considered as formal, but
apparently that is not so.

Hon. W. C. Amgwin: I object to-
Mr. SPEAKER: I amo not putting the ques-

tion. There was no objection to the first
motion, and this one has not yet been jput,

'['he 1Aimister for Works: T have banded in
the return.

Hon1 . P. Collier: It will have to be with-
drawn.

Mr. SPEAKER: I might inform members
that [ am riot responsible for the way in which
the Notice Paper is drawn up.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1917-18.

InI Committee of Sup~ply.
Debate resumed from the 14th February on

the Treasurer's Financial Statement and the
Annual Estimates. 'Mr. Stubbs in the Chair.

Vote-fHis Excellency the Governor, £1,573:
Hon. J1. MITCHELL (Northanm) [4.50]: T

do imot propose to criticise the Government very
much and certainly not a great length. The
Government have asked for advice, and I pro-
pose as far as I am able to offer somne. I will
speak quite freely as my desire is to help the
State. The leader of the Opposition asked for
the Governmncent's policy. It was thought by
nmnny lion, members that the speech of the
Treasurer 'vould disclose to some extent the
intentions of the Government. It is a decided
weakness in administration, from the Treas-
urer s point of viewv, to haove a large nimber
of Ministers, because each one makes more
trouble and adds considerably to the expense
of government. The Treasurer, it is true, can-
niot take control andt be responsible for more
than one department, no matter how able he
may be. InI this case the Treasurer is not the
Premier. The Premier in answer to the leader
of the Opposition, practically admitted that
the Government had no policy, and it was un-
derstood that the Government were not bor-
rowing. I think we are borrowing very freely.
The Trensur-er arranged to borrow a consider-
able amount of money when hie attended the
Treasurers' Conference. He arranged to bor-
row £700,000 from the Commonwealth, with the
right to raise a suim locally. To say that there
should be no policy because there can he no
borrowing is too much for the indulgence even
of the House. It is possible to fool sonic of
the people some of the time, but Ave cannot
fool all the people all the time. The responsi-
bility rests with Parliament, and Parliament
has to face thme responsibility. The Premier
said that no Gov-ernment had taken, office un-
dier such adveise circumstances. I ala willing
to admiit that the circumstances are not fav-
ourable, hut the position to-night is not much
worse tihami it was ii' 1914. I doubt whether
any, other Government has been treated with so
much indulgenee by the House. It "'as thought
by ninibers that, when. the People at the last
elections returned thre present Government to
power, that because they were returning a
National Government, they were doing some-
thmiimg good. We have had our troubles for
many years in this country, beginning from
the tinme when we were first granted Respon-
silble Government. We had greater troubles to
face thmei, thaii we have to face to-day. There
were difficmulties confronting TLord Forrest
when lie became Premier in 1891, and when
lie only had .50,000 people in the State, and less
than, half a million of revenue, 100 miles of
railways, and when the imports exceeded the
exports. With that small equipment lie had
to faew time development of the country. In
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1900 there were 270,000 people in the State,
the revenue was nearly three millions and the
gold production had ineteased enornmously.

FInn. W. C. Angwin: Find anoth~er Kal-
goorlie and we will be all right.

Ilon. J1. MITCHELL: one might have ex-
pected such an interjection. How was Kal-
goorlie found bitt for the policy Lord Forrest
initiated when, he became Premier.

.Mr. Green: That is why he was made a
Peer.

Hon. J.MITCHELL: He deserves it.
Railways were constructed to the goldfields,
the country was opened up, and the production
of gold was madec possible by the expenditure
of something like 10 niillions of mtoney in nine
years. These things were dlone by a brave
I111tt. One canl readily undlerstand that if
Lordl Forrest blad not been willing to take
somte risks tis country would not have been
an rapidly developed. I do not mean to say
that the Golden Mfile would not have been din-
covered, hut I do think h~on. ,members will
adittit that LordI Forrest took sonme risks in
connteetion with his ndmnistration and cer-
tainly when the contstructiot of the railway
line frot Southern Cross to Coolgardie "-as
autltorised.

Hon. W. C. Augwin: He had a lot of luck.
Hfon. P. Collier: Hie had luck andl pluck.
.%lr. Troy: TIhe country took the risk.
Mr. 00'Loghlen: It is a good job he dlid it,

anyhow.
lioti. .1. -M[TCHELL: Thein Federation

catme about andi there is no doubt about it
that that has been responsible to a great ex-
tent for miany of the troubles we have to face
now. Our revenitu fell in 1.909 to £3,200,000
and in 1910-11 it increased to £3,800,000. By
that time we had 2,300 miles of railwvay, the
gold productiott was a mtillion ounces per an-
nin, the exports exceeded the imports by £6
per htead of the population, we borrowed inl
those six years seven millions of money and
re-aclted high-water mark in the State's pros-
lerity. For the first time in many years o'tr
ledger balanced and our invested -money paid
its own way atid provided interest and sinking
full( front tlte earnings. We had the advant-
age of loan expenditure on the State's con-
veniences without ainy loss at all to the rev-
enue of the State. Since then we have reached
an unfortunate financial position which has
gr-ownl muore seriotis dlay by day. We have
had droughts and the last five years have been
difficult years in sonic parts of the agricul-.
tut-nI areas. The leader of the Opposition
pointed with pride to the 1915-16 deficit of
£350,000.

Hon. P. Collier: T did not point to it with
pride.

Hon. JI. MITCHELL: Yes, the hon. mem-
ber made a comparison between tbat year and
the present year. There was £00,000 odd
which should have been charged uip in that
y-ear.

lion. P. Collier: It has to be remembered,
too, that the Auditor General said there was%
£820,000 owing to the State which should
have been collected and was miot collected. If
it had been collected there would have been
tto deficit at all.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The interest was
E11I1I,(000 les's in that year than in the year
19161-17 and the increase in the railway earn-
ings was due to the haulage of Commonwealth
goods in connection with the trans-Auistralian
ruilway. I would like to point out, too, that
the deficit last year was realty a deficit of
1£600,000, when iwe take credit for the £:90,000
odd( I have referred to. Further than, that,
wec have to remember that this year the in-
terest bill will be up by another £100,000.
The financial position is due, T, think, to the
increased interest bill and to decreased earn-
ings. In 1011 the railways returned a sur-
plus over working expenses of £.150,000. The
interest bill wvas the,, one million pounds. In
1917 it was £1;J00,000, and the net earnings
were £897,000. So we have a difference in the
interest hill of £720,000 to meet, year in and
'-ear out, until the position improves. Thea
we have borrowed 17 millions since 1911, due
to the enthusiastt of our friends op)posite, and
we have no commensurate increased earnings.
The Treasurer's specech (id, not seem to show
any way ont of our present financial troubles.
It is trite that some economies are suggested,
and increased railway freights and taxation
hinted at. The sinking fund, we are told, will
not he repudiiatcdt It seenms to me that money
canl be borrowed, and I think it ought to be
borrowed. Our slaking fund is almost as

l arge as that of all the States of Australia
put together. ft is to lie remnembered that this
borrowed money of ours is invested, and that
owing to the wvar the itivestmnents cannot be
inade to earn interest. The estimate~l deficit
for this year is £936,000. The interest next
,,ear onl this unou it will be anl added trouble
for the Treasurer. It is anticipated that ad-
ditional taxation will give uts £225,000, and to
this the Treasurer proposes to add increased
railway, freights. Economy is promised. I do
,tot know when it was not promised.

TIhe Colonial Treasurer: I know when it
was not practised.

Hlon. . .NMTCH EEL: F do not know that
it is practised to-day to the full] extent, and
T do not suppose it ever will be. I (d0 Dot
deity thle Treasurer's difficulties, nor do I
wrish to mninimtise them. I know that economy
in the public service is a, very difficult tmatter,
but it will have to be practised now, or the
finances will never be squtared. The Treasurer
will remember that he was disinclined to
grant the ex-Treasnrer any additional taxa.
tiot.. Tn his speech the other night hie re-
gretted that the taxation prolioved by Mr.
Scaiddau in 1.915 was not agreed to, a tax that
would have taken hundreds of thousands of
pounds per anan out of the pockets of the
people, to he used as ordinary loan flinds to
provide work for the unemployed.

The Colonial Treasurer: Such a tax required
the approval of both Houses of Parliament.

Hon. . MITCHELL: Of course so, in the
ordinary wvay. However, if that money had
been raised it would not have been raised for
Ordinary purp~oses. It woul have been a
special tax raised for a special purpose. At
any rate, it seemed to me a little inconsistent
to hear the Treasurer sa 'Y he was prepared to
grant that tax to a previous Treasurer, a1-
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though he had denied any additional taxation
to the late Treasurer. The present Treasurer
finds the burden of financing the State a very
heavy one. We have an increasing deficit to
meet, due to the existig position.

Hor. T. Walker: You never said that when
we were in.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I freely acknowledged
the troubles of the hon. gentlemen, but the
troubles of 1914 were as nothing compared to
the troubles of 1915, when the increaise in the
interest and sinking fund was very consider-
able. However, I do not know that we have
very much to do with the past; what we have
to deal with are the present difficulties. I
think the interest and sinking fund should not
be charged against general revenue, and I
hope the Treasurer will be able to arrange
that it be borrowed. Under existing condi-
tions it will have to be written up as part of
the deficit, which is not good for the State.
I do not see why, for the next year or two,
this amount should not be borrowed.

The Colonial Treasurer: There would be
interest to pay on it just the samte.

Hon. .1. 'MITCHELL: We have to pay in-
teret now on the borrowed money, of course,
but if we could borrow the £800,000 no one
would object to paying interest on it. T think
we should get an additional £50,000 from the
pastoral leases, and get it fairly soon.

The Colonial Treasurer: Not till 1927,
Hon. .1. MITCH7ELL: I think that when

the values of the leases are reappraised we
should get £50,000 from them.

Mr. Munsie, When you were in office you
said we would get £.50,000 from them that
year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Certainly not. The
pastoralists did not apply for renewal until
now, and it was never intended that they
should do so earlier. Economy, of course,
must be practised, and probably we could save
from £50,000 to £E100,000 in this way. We
can raise £100,000 by- taxation, but I doubt
if we can raise much more than that, because
the people are not in a position to pay greatly
increatsed taxation, which would only serve to
retard production. Last year there was a loss
of £30,000 on the cattle brought down from
the North-West. That of course can be saved,
and by these several means wve should cover
same1 £830,000 of the deficit, Of course there
are other means of raising taxation as, for
instance, in the way suggested by the member
for Perth (3fr. Fillcington) with which I shall
deal a little late,.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: And charge an in-
crease, of one penny per drink over the bar at
Parliament House, to start with.

Hon. T. MITCHELL ; I have already
pointed out that some of our troubles are
due to Federation. Federation has left uts with
the full responsibility of developing an uinde-
veloped State. We have to provide edocation,
police protection, charities, everything that
concerns the daily life of the people. The
only connection we know of as between tine
people here and the Federal Government are
the Post Office and the Customs. We have all
the responsibilities we had before, with very
much less opportunity of collecting revenue.
In 1900, the year before Federation, our clear

revenue from Customs and taxation was one;
million pounds, while the interest bill
amounted to £489,000. In 1912413, the year
after Federation, due to a favourable Short
period arrangement in connection with the
Commonwealth returns, our clear revenue
from Customs and taxation amounted to
£1,476,000, when we had an interest bill of
£700,000. Then the amounts under that short
term arrangement were steadily reduced, un-
lt in 1910-11 our income from these sources
had decreased to £,890,000 from the Common-
wealth, as against the £1,200,000 we had in
our best year prior to Federation; and by
this time our interest bill had increased to,
one million pounds. In other words, our clear
revenue was not sufficient to meet the in-
terest and sinking fund, yet we managed to-
produe a credit balance of £.15,000 on the
year. In 191 0-17 our interest bill hadre-ached
£1,060,000. I point to these figures because I
think when they are realised and noted mem-
bers will see that the position of the State
is due to the fact that we have provided
conveniences far beyond the requirements of
the people for the moment. The Press of the
Eastern States are very fond of referring
disparagingly- to this State. They say it is
fast drifting into bankruptcy, whereas. al--
though wye may for the moment be in diffi-
culties for cash, our position is perfectly
sound, because on the whole our borrowed
money has been very well spent. We owe a
niet debt of .35 millions, and I think it will ber
agreed that we have assets that will cover
every penny of the amount we owe. This is
the position that should go out to the world.
Then, too, we have vast assets in timber,
coal, and whleat lands. We are in difficulties
temporarily, but there is a way out. Our duty
is to make some attempt to stemn the tide now.
I think I an, right in saying that we shall
not get out of our difficulties until we achieve
vastly increased p~roduction. For that we re-
quire increased population. Taxation, lye are
told, is the only remedy. I say it is no last-
ing remedy. It is a fortunate thing that for
some years to come we shall have no need
of any big public works policy. It is true
that we have in the South-West division 200
or 800 mniles of railways that must be built
before the land there can be opened up.

Hon. T. Walker: And then there is the
Esperanlce-Northwards railway.

I-on. J. MITCHELL: I1 think I have heard
of the Esperanee railway before. Let me
congratulate the member for Kanowna on
again remninding the Committee that there
is a railway needed in the Esperance district.

Mr. Lutey: The Premier told use a little
about the Esperance. railway before the gen-
eral election.

lon. J1. MITCHELL: I do not know how
long the Esperance district can maintain its
present spurt, but the settlers there seem to
have had an average of 20 bushels. There-
fore the member for Kanowna will be able
to advocate on some solid grounds the build-
ing of that railway. Since the line cannot be
constructed for some time, I think it would
be wise for the Government to encourage the
Esperanee settlers to grow wheat by way of
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testing the district, even if the Government
have to cart the wheat. In that way the
district will be proved. So long as the wheat
is not carted at too great a Cost to the pro-
ducer at Esperanre, there can be no objection
from his point of view. It would not be
much for the Government to lose the differ-
ence between the railway freight and cart-
age, thereby Fettling the Esperance question
for all time. It can be settled before rails
are available with which to lay the line.
MAinisters have asked the Committee to tell
them what to do as regards the finances. I
think the member for Perth was right in say-
ing that the Committee should be given by
the Government a definite policy to criticise.
At any rate, the Committee cannot originate
a policy. The mnember for Swan took the
member for Perth to task for not suggesting
Something more than hie did suggest; but the
member for Perth did at least make a sug-
gestion with regard to taxation that is
worthy of consideration. On the other hand,'from the speetth of the member for Swan I
bare been unable to gather any suggestion
at all. Perhaps the hon. member has made
some suggestions privately to the Treasurer.
We bare to remember that the present 0e.v-

ernumeut came into being as a coalition Govern-
lient.

Hon. P. Collier:. National.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: As a coalition Gov-

ernment to do national work.
Hon. P. Collier: "National'' is the flag.
Hon. T. Walker: It is the sign post.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: I fear the Country

party have knocked the sign post down. At
the elections the mjemnbers of the Country party
were Nationalists, but I understand the iorn-
her for Toodyay has announced that his party
are now a Country party supporting the Goy.
erment. I have had some little Ministerial
experience, and when I left office J had some
experience which was not Ministerial, That
experience notwithstanding-although it was
an experience bitter for the moment-I did
offer to assist the Government in any way I
could. That was an offer honestly made. Ihave bad some experience of the wheat scheme,
and in connection with that I spent some time
in Melbourne at the country's expense. The
Honorary Minister, Mr. Barter, went to Mel-
bourne, where the assistance I could have
rendered him before he left might have been
of some use to him. I should have been glad
to assist him, but had] not the opportunity.
Again, some time ago I wrote a letter to the
Premier regarding the Agricultural Commis-
sioner for the South-West. M-%y position is
totally different from that of other hon. mem-
bers. I have been in office, and after leaving
office I did make a definite offer to do what 17
could. That offer was not accepted. To-day
I will suggest-though I do not think my sug-
gestions are likely to find favour--certain things.
which I think ought to be done, and which I
venture to say will have to be done before this
country comes into its own again. Ministers
know their own limitations in funds and other-
wise, and they know that the policy to whit-h
I refer is the only one which should be put
before the country.

Hon. P. Collier: I do not know what that
means.

Ron. 3. MITCHELL: Apparently it does
not mean what the leader of the Opposition
thinks it means. The possible activity of the
Government must be measured by Ministerial
capacity. This refers to Ministers individually
rather than to Ministers collectively. The ad-
ministration will reflect the ability of M,%inis-
ters. No advice which can be tendered will
alter that.

Hoa, W. C. Angwin: Can you tell me how
it is that Ministers coining from 'Nort ham have
such a great spending capacity?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not think -Minis-
ters from Northam spend money otherwise than
in works of development which are of advan-
tage to the country. The present Treasurer
will tell the Committee that my administration
of the Lands Department was much more
economical than any administration has been
since. Hle has told me that. We all know that
there must be economy and taxation to meet
our State responsibilities. We mnst have more
people and increased production and increased
exports and decreased imports. 'We must live
on the fond of the State. I will produce
figures to show that in doing that wye Shall
alter our position very materially. I believe
repatriation is the question of the greatest
importance to-day-more important than any
other question before the people-not only be-
cause it means that we propose to do for the
returned soldier something that we ought to
do for him, but because in doing the soldiers'
work here we are doing the only work that can
make the country again. I am considering not
only the present but also the future. I have
pointed out the enormous load of interest the
people of Western Australia have to bear, and
I have drawn attention to the fact that this
interest is not covered by the earnings of the
invested money for the reason that our har-
hours and our railways are largely idle. In
that respect the State~ is losing sufficient, I
believe, to cover the difference when these public
facilities are again being fully utilised. If
we only had the people to do the work, and if
we only had the work done, we should soon get
hack to the positioa of 1911.

Hon - W. C. Angwin: That Position wa1s not
very grand. What we want is something
bsetter than that. -

Hion. T1. M.\TT('HELL: We have never had
a better position since then. Hon. members
opposite imagine wvhen one refers to the year
1911 that oneC is refleting on their adminis-
tration. I admit that the money they spent,
and spent somewhat lavishly, can be made
proftable hr devclopnent.

Hion. T. Walker: You think that is a great
concession?

Hon. J. MITCH-ELL: Yes; because de-
velopment is possible. If repatriation is to
lie made good, it means providing employ-
ment for at least 20,OCO man without deny-
ing men now here the opportunity to work-
We want to repatriate our soldiers without
throwing other men out of employment. I
have no wish to decry the assistance which
is suggested for the Setting Lip of ten men
here and ten men there, but I contend that
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that is no real solutionl of the quecstion. To
miy maind it does 'lot affect the responsibilities
of the Overnment. Such suggestions can
have no wide influence. They represent
mnerely the fixing of a few returned soldiers
now and again. rThe Government must act
at once on broad lines. [f we prepare now,
we call find lasting and profitable employ-
ment for returned soldiers by natural means.
If We let o1ar soldiCIS comec back to a country
unprepared, there wvill hie only temporary and
probably unprofitable enmploymnent by arti-
ficial incalls. I want to iumpresa upon the
Governmnent that activity must radiate; from
them. I do not for a moment believe that
more than a fraction of the returned so1-
diers wrill become farmbers, but I say right
here that if a proporton of the returned Sol-
diers do become farmers, the fact that they
do go upon the land wilt hell) to find places
for returned soldiers in other lines. What 1
wish the Committee to bear in mind is that
ill talking about land settlement, we are not
talking about land sofltlensent for all the
soldiers or even for the greater proportion
of them, but only for a fraction of them,
and certainly only for those who wish to go
onl tile land. The setting uip of the returned
men in life has a bearing on employmient
generally. I want them set up in life with-
out causing trouble to the men now here.
The Labour members of thIs House, with the
leader of the Opposition, have a responsi-
bility in this matter. It will be found that
returned soldiers will be eumployed to the
exclusion of other in. Sentiment is not
dead. 'It is not a question of one man pay-
inig wages and employing a returned sol-
dier in preference to another person; but in
all businesses the returned manl will have
the preference over all people. We are bound
to remember our obligation to the men who
have fought for liberty, freedom, and ju-stice.
N44o saine man-I repeat this especially for
the benefit of the leader of the Opposition-
wants a conflict between the men who wont
to the Front and the menl who could not go.
From the Railway Department alone 1,600
mien have gone to the Front, and if those
1,600 men return to-morrow they must go
back to their work in the Railway Depart,
ment. With railway activities as they are
tn-dlay, that wouldl mean the shutting out of
1.600o men now in employment. I mention
this because it illustrates the position ::o
muchi better. The timber trade, of course,
will revive, and will provide work for the
railways as well as in other directions. But
there is uncertainty about shipping. I do
not kinw- that very much employment will
be found hr capital, because, unfortunately,
there are so many strikes now. Labour is
fighting capital to an absolutely unecessary
extent. 'No matter what the conditions or
what the wage;, fighting goes on. There
is a strike in my own district.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about the Brit-
ish Generals striking against the British Gov-
erment?

'Mr. Green: What shout the doctors strik-
ing in Victoria?9

Hon. . .NMITCHELL: Hon members oppo-
.site can believe me or not, as theyr please;

but they have to realise that the differences
between capital end labour onght not to re-
sult in so many strikes, and that it would be
well for labour at this stage of history to
encourage the investment of capital, so that
the State may return to somnething like pros-
perity. I say that is undoubtedly the duty
of labour.

Mr. Green: How about the Victorian doc-
tors, while you are on this sublject; why do
not they go before the Arbitration Court?

Hon. J1. MITCHELL: I think these gentle-
mieat wanted to conscript the doctors in Vic-
toria and naturally the doctors objected.
We ought to see that everyone has a job to
go to. All my argument is in favour of
work, and this country, and any country can
only be prosperous when everybody has
work. I know nothing about the doctors'
strike; I do not know what the condition of
the doctors was in Victoria, but I know that
my friends opposite will compel doctors to
work whether they like it or not.

Mr. Green: It is a case of live or die.
Hlon. J. MITCHELL: You can gaol one or

two doctors but net a thousand men.
Mr. Green: When in gaol you have to feed

them.
lion. J. MITCHELL-. Prosperity can only

comie from production. New Zealandl is a
prosperous country. It has a great deal of
debt, the loaa indebtedness is very high, but
New Zealand is a naturally prosperous coun-
try. They have no sinking -fund except for
one or two war loans but they produced a
surplus of four millions last year notwvith-
standing the large amount wbich they have
borrowed. Their exports in 1915-18 were
greater by £4,000,000 than their imports. and
this was largely due to productioa. New
Zealand hUs plenty of money to develop and
notwithstanding the war it is an immensely
prosperous country.

Mr. Munsie: 'You were Minister for four
years and what did you do. That was in the
prosperous times, tool

H~on. .7. MITC[IELL: f wvas trying to break
dlown the criticism of croakers like the heon.
member. The result of the work of those
years h as loft its miark in the State to-day'.

Mr. Munsie: Why did you not do some-
thing for the South-West, you are asking
the Government to do it now.

Hon. .1, MI.TCHELL: We did; we put int
irrigation schemnes.

Mr. MNunsie: We put in an irrigation
scheme at Harvey and you had been talk-
ing about it for years.

Hon. T. MITCHELL: The lion. inember
says that they put in anl irrigation scheme
at Harvey. That is the one thing which
they did in the South-West. InI my time I
put in 300 irrigation schlemes-true they
were small.

Mr. Miunsie: You want to microscope to
find them.

Hon. -I. MITCHELL: They were small
schemes but that is the r-igh~t way to ole-
relep the State. Some of them- have ceased
to run, I admit, but they were quite as use-
ful as the %-ery expensive one at Harvey
which is providing a great deal of trouble
for the MVinister for Works to-day. The
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leader of the Opposition knows the trouble
that has been caused there. What did we
do for the South- West? There are thousands
of farmers settled there to-day; there are thou-
sands of cases of fruit being produced there to-
day because of the work which we did. We
helped the people to du all these things in
the Southi-West. I worked for the South-
WVest far beyond the suggestions of the in-
terjecturs. To-day the Busselton butter fae-
tory is tuniig nut three tons of butter per
week and at the Bunbury factory three tonls
of butter per week is being produced.[
want no credit for what I hav-e done and f
amn not looking for credit from lion. mem-
beis. War or no wvar, we would have had
finiancial trouble due largely to the fart that
wve federated far too soon. We arv a pea-
ple crying in the wildlerness, but we need
not grope in the dark any longer. 1 want
the Ilouse to decide what is to be done to
guarantee a settlement of 20,000 men; they
should be given the fullest opportunity. It
has got to bie dune. Land can be found near
the towns auid the railways for a few,' but
only a few. The land adjac-ent to the rail-
ways lies beeun picked over for years and
therefore we shall not be able to find suffic-
ient for our soldiers there. Taxation will
not alter the position. Our land is being
used; it is producing wool, mneat and all
kinds of things. If meiibers read the file
they will see that this land settlement
policy has beeu discutssed time and again
when I was Minister for Tidustries and the
present Premier was -Minister for Lands.
We discussed the throwing open of vastly
improved farms for these mien. The real
opportunity will come from the opening up
of the wet South-West portion of the State.

Mr. Muftnsie: Nornaluip.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes, -Nornalup

amlong other places. I doubt if there are,
miany places like -Nornalup in the whole of
Australia.

Mr. Mfunsie: I believe there is some very
fine land there.

Hfon. J. MITCHELL: Members may smile.
Mr. Munsie: There is 10 miles of country

onl the Hunter River in New South Wales
which is worth thle whole of the land in
Western Australia.

iIon. J. 'MITCHELL: Members are in-
elinedl to sneer at their own country and that
is the reason why we are so backward to-
day,

Hon, P. Collier:, All our sneers are not so
bad as pulling up orchards.

Ilon. J. U1IT('HIELL: Tliere are n 0 or-
chards at Nornalup to root Up. It is mag-
nif. eat country with a magnificent climate,
and some dlay thle truth will be accepted
and the land there will be developed. If
memibers will look into the question flier
will see thatf between Bridgetowo and the
'-inst. between Dunbury and Albany there is
a long strip of lanol, not very wvide I admit,
of beautiful c-ountry with a mnild climate.
'Chev have a mild winter there and thle cli*
inate throughout the year is temperate. Are
we to open up this country?

Honl. T. Walker: Decidedly.
Hon. J. -MITcHELL: Then it is decided.

Then "bhy wait? Why tarry so long since it
has been decided on the voices that we are to
open up this country. Let us put surveyors on
to the work at once. If we are to settle this
country, then let us survey it.

iIon. P1. Collier: We are settling it all right.
Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: The surveyors ought

to be got to work, for it takes a long time to
prepare many blocks. I should like to see
10,000 blocks got ready at once. Apart from
the returning soldiers it is the desire of Eng-
land to send a number of people out here and
why should we not he ready to accommodate,
them? If we arc to do our duty to the soldiers
and( to overcome our financial difficulties our
outlook must be brightened. It is all a question
of outlook. We must be prepared when it
conies to a question of settling soldiers on the
land, it is only ant ordinary land settlement,
and I think the Lands Department ought to
find the land at Once. f am sure the 'Minister
will find himself pretty fully occupied with
the work. If ho takes time to inquire into the
quality of the land between Bridgetown and
Albany and in other portions of the State, then
lie will have plenty to do. I am sure the M1inis-
ter will find it difficult to convince people of
the value of the land, but if he does all this
work, he ivill be fully occupied. This is the
Surveyor General's duty rather. In making
the dual appointment of Eluder Secretary for
Lands and Surveyor General the 'Minister has
loaded himiself with work w~ich to a large
extent ought to be dlone by the Surveyor Gene-
ral; there should be no over-lapping. We have
the Agricultural Bank to do their portion of
this work. They have a staff and know what
to do, and[ they should be ready to make
the advances. The late Minister for
Lands, 'Mr. Johnson, when lie attended
the conference in 'Melbourne on repatria-
tion, said that we could take 14,000 men
on the land in 'Western Australia and hie did
not estillate too many. He is perfectly
right in saying that there is land which can
accommodate 14,000 people so long as the
money can be found for the necessary imnprov-e-
mients. We know that there are holdings in
the South-West that will accommodate not
14,000, but more than 40,000 settlers. In addi-
tion to land settlement, there is of course the
work of providing for returned men who must
have employment. We want to distinguish
between those who will become settlers and
farmers. and those who will requiire some other
form of occupation.

The Colonial Treasurer: You have to do that,
because the State's obligation is only to the
men on the land.

Hon. J1. 'MITCHELL: The Federal Govern-
"lent limit the expenditure of the money they
advance for land settlement, but the State's
obligation is towards every man who is fight-
ing for uts at the front.

Hon. T. 'Walker: Whether hie is a fanner or
otherwise.

lion. -I. 'MITCHELL: The Federal Govern-
Inent have nothing to do with the development
or control of the industries of the State. All
they can do is to try and find the moneky for
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the State Governments to spend, and at the
same time finid wyork for the soldiers in such
departments as the Post Office and the Customs.
They may, of course, advance money to set
up men in business, but that is a dangerous
matter, and one that requires to be gone into
thoroughly. The responsibility is ours and we
must not shirk it. We must face it and welcome
it. We must attack it now, and let there be
no doubt about it. I suggest that the manager
of the timber mills, and representatives of the
timber industry, he called to a conference, and
ant they should be asked whiat they are likely

to be able to doa for these returned
soldiers. They should be asked how many
men they will want to re-establish their
industry and at what time they may expect to
be able to find employment for them.

The Colonial Treasurer: They would he
guided to a certain extent by the state of trade.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They know pretty
well what will happen when the war is over in
that respect. We can find out from them what
they are likely to be able to do. It is, of course
a difficult matter for any of us to say what will
happen, or what opportunities there wilt be for
finding employment. It is the duty of this Gov-
ernent and this Parliament to see that every
means are taken to find employment for these
men, and to ascertain what our limitations are
in that regard. I have no desire to disparage
what other people are doing, but the activities
of the Government represent the real factor
that will count when our soldiers return. Let
us also call together in conference the mana-
gers of our gold mines, and find out front them
what opportunities there are for further de-
velopments on our goldflelds. I do not know
whether they can be further developed, or
whether the industry is capable of employing
more men. It costs nothing to call these con-
ferences together, and to seek the advice of
these experts. I would also call together the
manufacturers of the State, and ask them what
they can (10 to find employment for our re-
turned men. This matter is quite distinct from
that of putting men upon farms in their own
right. Having dlone all that, I would then turn
to the men who are already upon the land. The
Government will have to ask themselves what
they can do to help those already on the land
to find employment for returned soldiers. When
these men return and want employment, it is
for uts to endeavour to find employment for
then, on farms already established, and in that
way assist our farmers to further develop
their holdings. There are many men in the
State in the wheat belt who have not yet got
their 600 acres cleared, and who could well he
assisted in this direction. In 1907 there was
unemployment in this State, and the farmer
saved the situation. The poor old, much-des-
pisel, cocky came to the assistance of the State
then, and absolutely saved the situation, be-
cause he managed to put into work thousands
of men. He could do it again to-day. If work
is to he found this is where we must look for
it. In any eawe it is the right thing to do. In
connection with land improvements and pro-
duction, we have the Royal Commission's re-
port, a very valuable document, and indeed the
most valuable of its kind that has yet been pre-
sented to Parliament.

Ho,. AV. G. Angwin: The evidence is not as
it was given to them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I think the evidence
is all right.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is not.
Ron. J. MITCHELL: We want to increase

production, and we want our lands improved
more rapidly. I would like to point out what
has been done during the past 10 years. It has
been due to want of capital that our lands have
not been improved more rapidly than has been
the ease. In New Zealand, and throughout Aus-
tralia, it has been found that, with more money
and cheaper money, a greater volume of im-
provencents can be effected. To-day the farmer
is getting money at 4%4 per cent, from the New
Zealand Government, and farmers are getting
more per head of the population than we ad-
vance in this State. In 1907 there were 800,000
acres cleared and in 10 years we now have
4,500,000 acres cleared, and three of these
years have been, war years, when little work
hats bee,, done, This is a magnificent record for
a handful of people. In addition, there are
something like one million acres partially
cleared and improved. To multiply our cleared
area by five in 1.0 years with three years of
war, is something that this State should be
proud of. Our farmers created 12 million
pounds worth of assets, while the Government
advance was three million pounds, and the an.
nual crop is worth £5,000,000. Is there any
other industry in the State that will return
quite as much as thin for the outlay upon it?
No other industry will stand out of the money
that the farmers are standing out of in eon-
neetion with the wheat pool. I believe that
prosperity will begin when a, widespread policy
of land improvement is started, employing, as
I believe it can do, thousands of men. Only by
this means can repatriation be successfully un-
dertaken. lIt is our clear duty to do what we
can in the matter of repatriation. If my sug-
gestions do not find favour with hon. members,
I am sorry, and have done the best I can to
help thaose people who deserve so much. With
regard to economy in administration, some time
ago I wrote a minute to Ministers in connec-
ties with their responsibilities as Ministers in
charge of departments. There is no doubt that
their responsibilities are spread over many de-
partments with a consequent increased cost to
the State. Ministers must depend for the seno-
mical working of their departments upon the
permanent heads of departments. These per-
nianent heads should be the men capable of
exercising considerable authority, and should
be given considerable authority. I believe that
a permanent head should he carefully selected,
and should remain as permanent head as long
as he is the right man to manage the affairs of
the department. Hle should be made respon-
sible for expenditure and organisation, and for
the control of his men, and indeed for
all the activities connected with his de-
pnrtnment. It is necessary that a per-
manent head should occupy a much bigger
place in the control of affairs, because we
want continuity in administration and it is the
permanent head who provides that. Minis-
ter-s conic and Ministers go. but the perman-
ent head ought to remain unless there is
some good reason to the contrary, and there
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ought snat to be too drastic a change in the
administration of departments. I do not
think that Ministers can reorganise satisfac-
torily by putting off a man here and there.
The scheme of reorganisation must be gone
into carefully, and must be made to apply to
all departments at once. It is not a question
of saving in salary; tlmt would not be
enough. If there are men who are not wanted
their services will have to be dispensed with.
ft is the small expenditure in a hundred di-
rections which counts more than the salaries
of officials. We know what is going on, and
that a great deal ought to be saved. I hope
that the Government will treat any official,
whose services they dispense with, fairly, be-
cause it always seems to me that, when a
man has given 30 years of his life to the State,
and has reached the age of 60, he ought to
be treated with consideration.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about the man
who has been training for a position, like
Mr. Morris, the only man suitable for the
position he has been training for?

Mr. O'Loghlen: And Mr. Canning also?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Whilst I have the

greatest respect for Mr. King, I agree that
this is an objection.

lHon. WV. C. Angwin: These men have put
their heart into their work, and this is how
they are being treated.

Hon. 5. MITCHELL: We have to treat our
civil servants fairly and if they are entitled
to a pension we must give it to them. If a
man is retired at the age of 60, and he has
no money, it is pretty hard upon him. I un-
derstand that the right to pensions has, in
some cases, been questioned. I hope this is
not the case, and that pensions will be paid
to men who have been led to expect them.
We must treat the service fairly, otherwise
it will deteriorate. The matter of the ad-
ministration of departments is one for Min-
isters, and I merely offer these suggestions
because I think it is due to bell. members to
make what suggestions they have in mind.
The mienmber for Perth (.%r. Pilkington) sug-
gested that we should tax liquor. Of course
that would have to be in the form of a
licensing tax. I believe that such a tax upon
what is, after all, a luxury, would he a fair
tax. The strength of liquors might be re-
duced, and it has occurred to me that dur-
ing the war we might impose special con-
ditions and compel people to sell liquor by
measure at a fixed price per glass, making
the quantity fit the price. If liquor was sold
at 6d. per glass and the strength of it was
reduced a little, we should get better results.
There is no reason why we should not reduce
the strength of liquor; it has been reduced in
the Old Country and we should do it here.
If such a tax can be imposed, I think it ought
to be imposed. Liquor is a luxury which peo-
ple can do without, and in these times of
stress and trouble, when people are not too
prosperous, here is one means of getting
money that is better than many other means.

The Colonial Treasurer: If that is done we
will not get the tax.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: They will not do
without it. This suggestion should receive

consideration at the hands of the Treasurer;
it seems to me the best suggestion yet made.
I believe that the future, too, demands that
we should become active in London. We an-
nounced to the public in 1916 that we were
in favour of answering the British people's
request that we should take some of their
people; we should now, therefore, begin to
organise in London so as to be able, later on,
to give effect to our promise to the people
of the old land.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The people of the
old land did not ask us.

The Colonial Treasurer: There will be re-
patriation to be done in England after this
war.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: We know that Can-
ada is actively preparing, and therefore we
should be active too. It takes a good deal of
work to arrange for between 15,000 and
20,000 people to go to a new country in
twelve months. I think it would be a very
good idea to send someone home to control
this business. At any rate the Government
should keep the matter before them, because
we must have more people in the State. I
have already suggested that we should renew
our pastoral leases subject to higher rents
and stocking under improved conditions. We
ought to do our utmost to encourage settle-
ment on the pastoral lands. I should cer-
tainly provide the Kimberleys with police
protection, and open up those areas in tele-
phone lines and advertise them in the East-
ern States and in London; and induce peo-
ple with money to take them up. The meat
question will be a big one for the world to
tackle,' and -we have a lot of virgin country
which can be stocked. There are only 200
millions of the 600 millions of acres avail-
able taken up, and, seeing that new settlers
will have to go in some distance from the
coast, the areas will be found to be more
costly to open up than'those already occupied.
The Government shiould also encourage the
establishment of bacon and butter factories
in the State, and we must have freezing
works at Fremantle. We arc in the position
that we dto not seem to be alive to our res-
ponsibilities. The Premier, I know, has
given this question favourable consideration
and I understand that plans are in course ol
preparation. With regard to the butter and
bacon factories, I think the Government will
have to advance fairly liberally to get a fe',
of these started.

Hon. W. C. Angwia: How is it that thf
bacon factory at Fremantle, which was
started by private enterprise, has been closed]
down!

Mr. Green: And they are sending our pigs
to the Eastern States.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: When we talk of th(
Eastern States and what is being done there
we must remember that the factories arc
controlled by powerful organisations. A:
much as E50,000 might be spent on one fec
tory in the Eastern States.

Mr. Green: Your friend, Mr. Rewell, o:
Northam, says that small bacon factories an
the best.
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these factories will be established. With
regard to the operations of the Agricultural
Bank, nothring would have been done in this
State but for it, and our b)road acres would
have remained undeveloped. We all know
that it will requrire a considerable sum of
money to settle soldiers on the land, and we
shiall have to consider the question of in-
c-reasing the capitsl of tire Agricultural
Banitk. When this is done it will he found
that the country- will become prosperous. The
control exercised by the Industries Assist-
airce Board has strengthened the securities
of the Agricultural Bank; the Board has
helped production tremendously, and if we
can get the maximum of output farmers will
have a more comfortable time, and the State
generally will have a more profitable time.
1 have had some experience of this hoard,
and] I know that if it had not been in exist-
ence our agricultural position would not be
as sound as it is to-day. I hope the board
will remain in existence permanently. There
has been a good deal said about the losses
sustained on the agricultural railway lines.
I notice from the report of the Railway
Commissioner that the losses en the agricul-
tural lines amounted last year to £44,000;
not a big sumn at all when we consider what
has happened. The agricultural lines are of
great advantage to the main system, hut they
only- got credit for the haulage over the mile-
age represented by those lines. It is wrong
to say that these lines have been put down
in unsuitable areas, or that they have, not
'luir" the work the)' wei-e intended to do.
The object of these lines was to assist de-
velopmrent, and I claim that they have done
so. We import from Eastern Australia over
four million pounds worth of goods, while
we export only one million pounds' worth.
True, sonic of these things are not of Aus-
tralian origin, but we should mnake up our
minds to manufacture many of the things
which We import to-day. We must do this;
we cannot go on importing much longer. I
am afraid our production is backward, be-
cause many have damned agriculture in this
State. T hope the result of the past few
Years' production, and the position we find
ourselves in to-day, will help to dispel the
idea which has prevailed that we hate no
agricultural lands, and that all who are in-
terested in the prosperity of the State will
uphold and assist to uplift the industry adi
speak the truth about it.. We should defend
it, because we know it is worth defending,
instead of damning it. It has been damned,
but for reasons which are not holy ones we
should cease to damn an industry upon which
the State must for all time depend.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. T1. 'MITCHELL: I wish to eruphasise
the point that our future largely depends on
the State's attitude towards capital. We
must have development, and we must in-
crease production, if we are to have work for
our people. The work will, to a large ex-
tent, have to come from the expenditure of
private funds. Therefore the State's atti-

tyde towards capital4 should. bte clqarly de-
fined., All parties, I think, wvilt agree. with
me that the State trading concerns have n 'ot
been of advantage to any section of the coal-
munity. In reply to an interjection by the
Honorary Minister (Air. 'Underwood), I said
that possibly the State Implement Woxks
had produced cheaper machinery; but, gener-
ally, the State trading concerns have not
proved of advantage even to the worker. Be-
cause of the State trading eon cerns the
worker does not get either more wge or
mnore work. Bather, hie gets less ivorX, be-
cause the uncertainty of the position causes
capital to fight shy of Western Australia. If
private people can be encouraged to invest
their money here, it surely must work good
to every section of our people. It is work
we want for all the people of the State. I
realise, of course, that the public must not
be exploited. I do not believe in monopolies.
I believe in protecting the people. But I do
not believe in the wanton destruction of in-
vestments. We must have reform, and we
must fight for it, We need reform in Gov-
ernmeet methods, and, whilst we must cut
out expenditure which does not count, we
cannot afford to retard the country's de-
velopmnent by refraining from doing .thre
things that do count. We must reader jus-
lic to the State. I know, that the Treas-
urer's finances are limited; but to fight for
reform is right, and it is right to fight for
the things which should be done for the
benefit of the State. T think it
was Chesterton who said, ''In the end it will
not run tter to us whether we fight with flails
or cudgels, but it will mantter on which side
we fight.'' The taxation proposals of the Gov-
ermnent can be discussed when the Treasurer
brings them down. I believe the Treasurer
will agree with nic that the spirit of Federa-
lion has not been observed. It was never
thought that the Federal Government would
reach out in every direction to absorb all
avenues of taxation. It was never thought the
Federal Government would enagage in activi-
ties which really have no wvide concern with
the people of Australia. We must fight for
State rights. I believe that if a conference
could be called-how constituted I am not pre-
pared to say just now, but so constituted as to
hare some influence-the fuinctions of the two
Governments, Federal and State, could be
clearly defined. There need not be any over-
lapping. The Federal authorities should recog-
nise our responsihilities and the work we have
to do, just as ire recognise that there are things
which are properly the concern of the Com-
monwealth Government. It is impossible for
the State to mneet its obligations if on every
hand the Federal Government seizes all rev-
enue. We have now had a long experience of
Federation; and since a very few years after
Federation our finances have been our trouble.
It u-ill be ninny years before we shake off the
effects of the cost of Federation to this State.
[t is useless to say to-day that we were in an
undeveloned state at the time of Federation,
that we joined up with developed States which
had established manufactures. Apparently. the
mianufacture of our requirements in the East-
ern !States has been munch cheaper than the
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lot-al manufacture. We know that the mannt-
factories which were established in our State
lrior to Federation have passed away from us.
I hope that the factories to which I have re-
ferred to-night wll soon' become an establishedI
fact here. The jait factory is benefiting the
orange growers very much indeed, and is also
benefiting the fruit growers generally. I trust
that very soou there will be no need for us to
imniort either preserves or jams.

Mr. Green: The local articles are as good
as any of the imported.

lion. J1. 'MI1TCHELL: That is partly be-
caus~e our growers are experienced and skilful
men, w-ho produce good fruit. I know,' of
course, that the jamn factories are being as-
Sisted.

The Colonial Treasurer: Pound for pound.
H-on. WV. C. Angwin: The last jam factory

took the State's money and kept it.
l[on. J1. 'MITCHELL: That was before

the present Treasurer coine into office. We
cannot afford to continue to send our
mtoney East. We catnnot afford to con-
tine indefinitely to load ships, in East-
ern ports with goods for Western Aus-
tralia. Desperate efforts should be inade to
alter that state of affairs, and they must be
nide no".. If private enterprise will effect
the change, let private enterprise do it; other-
wise, let the Government do it as far as they
van. The Premier said that the policy of pre-
vious Governments had been wrapped up in
expeinditure. That, I think, "'as rather an un-
kind remark, because the inference is that
there was lavish expenditure right through the
pa st. In this State, however, a successful
policy has never been backed up by lavish ex-
pendliture. I have already shown that the Cus-
tonis rev-enue wras not so great before Federa-
tion as it 'vas for a few years after Federa-
tion. In those dlays there was a great deal to
do; but, all the same, the expenditure was not
lavish : it was wisely directed.

Thle Premier: You had no interest to pay
then.

lion. Jr. MITCHELL: The interest was
building up then. Tihe Premier was a member
of the Government before Federation, and he
prohably knows better than I do what the ex-
penditure was.

Mr. Green: Was not the Customs revenue per
capita larger the,, than it n-as later on?

lion. J. MI.TCTHELL: There were, of course,
very fenv people in the State then. My own
view is that the influence of government is
more important thant the work of government.
When the influence of government is on right
lines, it means that iri'-ato people are en-
couraged to invest their money, thereby bene-
filing all the people of the State. We ought
to have as sooni as posible a definite declara-
tion as to what the Government intend to do.
I want to be very candid. I am entitled to
know, and I think the party and the country
will 'rant to know, what the Government are
going to do0.

The Premier: May I ask the hon. member
what the public n-ant to be told?

lion. -J. 'MITCHELL: They want to know
"-hat the policy of the Government is. I am
endeavouring to speak temperately. I know
the troubles of the Government and especially

of the Treasurer, and I do not wish to be our
duly critical; but I consider I have a right
and a duty to ask, what is the policy of the
G3overn iett The Government Say they will
tell us; but they dto not tell us. I wish par-
ticularly to know what is their policy with re-
gard to freezing works at Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: Plans are being
drawn flow%.

Hon. S. MIITCHIELL: I want to know what
is their policy regarding the Wynilhamn works.

The Premier: Do you want to know what
colour we are going to paint the buildings?

Hon. J. 'MITCHELL: No; and the Premier
could not tell me that if I wanted to know
it. But the Premier has not told us when he
intends to erect the Fremnantle works. The
Premier is the leader of a party of which I am
a miember, and I1 amn entitled to be treated with
courtesy. I consider that my attitude towards
the Government justifies me in asking these
questions. These are not joking mnatters. It
is not pleasant to have to criticise, even in a
moderate way, the Premier, having regard to
my particular position. What we want is not
only a policy, hut a definite lead. We want
a Governmient unanimous on matters which
come before the House. The Premier haes said
that unfortunately the Government have to
mark time in regard to new settlement. If
there be a policy of mark time-we have heard
of one before-with regard to new settlement,
ire shall drag the State further into difficulty.

The Colonial Treasurer: The Government
have something like 600 farng oil hand.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes; but those are
largely the faring of soldiers at the Front. We
have miany of these farms on hand, we always
shall have some on hand I suppose. I would
like to conclude in the words of the American
Statesan,, John Hay, when he said-' 'The
people will come to their own at last, God will
not be mocked forever.''

Mr. ANGELO (Gascoyne) (7.46]: As I
understand a certain Amount of latitude is
allowed in a debate like this, I should like
to take ain opportunity of replying to some
comments which were made by' the member for
Albany as to the Gascoyne people in connec-
tion with the Gascoyne vermin board. Have I
your permission, '.%r. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member must
not refer to any debate in the House which has
taken place this session.

Mr. ANGELO: That being the case I should
like to mention that among the subjects of
finance that bare to be considered by the House
is the question of the advance made to the
Gascoyne vermin board. Some years ago, it
will be within the memory of the House, there
was a rabbit invasion approaching Western
Australia. The people camne to the Govern-
ment and asked that something should be done
to prevent the rabbits getting to the fertile
parts of the South-West. Two fences were
erected by the Governient out of money found
by the taxpayers of which the Gascoyne people
contributed their share. Ever since the fences
have been erected they hare been kept in good
order at the cost of the taxpayers, of which,
again I say, the Gascoyne people paid their
share. In 1908 the rabbits bad got through
the No. 2 fence, and the Gascoyne people
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pointed out to the Government the serious
menace the rabbits were becoming as far as
the Gascoyne district was concerned. The Gov-
ernment said they had no money at that time,
so the Gascoyne people replied by asking the
Government to give them power to tax thenm-
selves, and when that power was given they
formed a vermin hoard and borrowing the
money from the Government erected their own
fence. We put up 327 miles of fencing and
protected not only the fertile plains of the
Gascoyne, but also the lands adjoining in the
north. Unfortunately, tw& years later came
along the worst drought the pastoralists have
ever known. Our flocks were depleted in some
instances by one halt, and in other instances by
two-thirds. This drought continued for four
years.

Hon. T. Walker: And the rabbits died.
Mr. ANGELO: They died for a time, but

they did not die out for good. The drought
continued for four years, and lion. members
can easily imagine that the arrears of rates
became rather high. On one station the amount
totalled £700, on another £500, on another £.300,
and so on. The board composed of the pastor-
alists themselves at that time, found it was
impiossible to keep this board activ-e, therefore
they approached the Government and asked
thenm to take over the vermin board's func-
tions, but there was not a single suggestion of
repudiation of the liabilities incurred when
the money was borrowed from the Govern-
ment.

Mr. 0 'Loghl en: When are they going to
start paying off?

'Mr, ANGELO: I will tell the hon. member
in a moment or two hdw well they have paid up.
According to the Auditor General's report,
£70,849 was owing in June, 1916. The accumu-
lated interest was £18,763, and I contend that
after a drought of that kind, if the pastoral-
ists had come to the Government and said,
''We have had a bad time, these other fences
have been built by Government money, why
not take over our fence and look after it in
common with the fences erected by the Gov-
ernment?" they would have been justified.
But they did not do that. They said to the
Government, " You run the fence for us and
we will be responsible for the money bor-
rowed."I A small section suggested that. the
fence should be abandoned, but that the squat-
ters in time would pay the capital. The Gov-
ernment lent a sympathetic ear and arranged
that the capital arrears and interest should be
extended over a period of 20 years, by which
time the fence would have been paid for. At
the end of 1916 the total amount advanced to
the board had been reduced to £60,000. The
interest paid by the board uip to 1914 "-as
£9,800; that is the money that had been paid.
The interest paid since is £4,129. The amount
of outstanding rates on the 31st was £E6,576,
but members will understand the rate
had not been long struck, and a great
portion of this has since come in. The arrears
of rates due when the board took over the
still outstanding only amounted to £844.
This I can assure membe rs is owing by squat-
ters who have had a very bad time. There
are only six in arrears now. They have
been the vtictims of unfortunate circum-

stances, hut I feel certain that by next year
the whole of the arrears will have bean paid
off. Amongst these six who owe arrears is
one man-the Minister for the North-West
will know who I mean for the Minister is
going into his case just now-who had
a very bad time. The man I mean
and his partner put every penny they
possessed into the station. They started
with 4,000 sheep, and after a number
of years of operations they have only 4,000
sheep owing to the ravages of dingoes. .1
think the above facts should satisfy menm-
hers that the constituency I represent does
not conIsist of people who are in any way
likely to repudiate any honourable engage-
mnent which they have entered into, I think
now when the Government are anticipating
the spending of large SUMS Of mnoney in keep-
ing the rabbits down in the south, these peo-
ple would be justified in coming to the Gov-
ernment and saying, ''Now you are doing
this for others, take over the fence, run it for
us and write the debt off.'' I am not here
as an advocate for such a thing. The peo-
ple I represent have not asked for it. I
am here to see that any apprehensions that-
may have arisen in the minds of meombers
can be put out of sight, and I am only too
pleased to 'be the spokesman in the House
for a number of honourable men who are
not likely to repudiate any engagement
made by them. Having disposed of that lit-
tle matter, I should like to speak on the sub-
ject of the Budget. We heard that the Gov-
ermnent have not given us a policy. They
have given us a policy; certainly it is very
brief. We are told their policy is produc-
tion and economy. The Colonial Treasurer
has shown us how he intends to make cer-
tain economies, and has asked us to assist
with others. Regarding the financial posi-
tion of the State, the Treasurer and also
the member for Perth have dwelt fully with
that matter, and I shall not take up any time
in repeating; therefore, I shall not dwell on
that position at all. When I was elected
to come down here it was well known in my
district that I knew nothing about politics,
hut the people asked me to represent them
because for 30 years I have been a business
mnan; but when I do come down here I find
that business acumen, as the leader of the
Opposition calls it, is not so much requited
as political methods. From statements I
have heard made in the House and conversa-
tions I have had with members, '.find that
if one suggests, say, the cutting down of the
civil service or retrenchment, one finds one
section of the House saying, "Hands off the
civil servants.'' If one suggests the raising
of the freights on the railways, another sec-
tion says, ''Hands off; you want to ruin
our industries.''

Member: What about State steamers?
Mr. ANGELO: If the railways had paid

as well as the State steamers, the Treasurer
would not have the deficit he has to-day.
If we mention the subject of education, our
friends opposite say, ''That is right, go for
the poor man again.'' What is the use of
looking at matters from a business point
of view, members do not want business con-

54d [ASSEMBLY.]



[21 FEBRuARY, 1918.] 543

trol, it is all politics. Fortunately, I am
not afraid; my friends will not worry me
very much, therfore, I am going to have a
cut at some of the things if possible. Again,
I was very sorry to see the member for
Perth and other members when members
were speaking look at the clock now and
again. I think this debate should Dot be
cut short in any shape or form. The time
of the House has been wasted sufficiently
on unimportant matters, and now we have
conic to the debate that is bound to ho the
most important of the session, every mem-
her should give full time to it, and not in
any way cut out any suggestions they may
have to make 'to suit the convenience of
members. If the hion. member for Perth
had continued his speech it would have been
listened to with considerable interest and
perhaps with advantage to the State. The
Treansurer on speaking the other night
said-

I desire to have a serious financial talk
with the other 49) directors of the State,
representing 800,000 shareholders, to
lpoint out where the leakage is, and solicit
the counsel of every one of my co-direc-
lts in their collective wisdom as to how,
the position can he rectified alike in the
interests of the State and of every indi-
vidual person earning his or her living in
the State.

This invitation should be accepted, and every
suggestion that members can think of ought
to be advanced. I intend to make suggestions
which, perhaps at first blush, may appear un-
worthy of consideration, but I am going to
make them in order to bring them under the
notice of other members who, perhaps, possess
greater abilities than myself; I will make
them in the hope that the seed may bear good
fruit and so result in advantage to the State.
I shall not hesitate to make suggestions for
the consideration of the Committee. The
Treasurer has a herculean task before him. I
doubt whether any other gentleman having the
ability and the private means of the Trea-
surer could be induced to take the job, and so
I think we ought to be grateful to the Trea-
surer for coming here and endeavouring to
help the State. It is 'piur duty to do what w6
can to assist him in his task. Here is one of
the things the Treasurer has to bump up
against: in this morning's paper appears an
advertisement from the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent concerning the sixth war loan. The
first sentence reads as follows:-

The 4%/ per cent, loan will be free of
Commonwealth and State income tax, and
will he exempt from the operations of the
wealth levy, if any.

in another advertisement we find this-
Interest on the 5 per cent, loan will be

subject to Commonwealth taxation, but will
he free of State taxation.

I understand the Treasurer knew nothing
about this. Here the Commonwealth, without
even consulting the State Treasurer, throws
in this bombshell. How is it possible for the
Treasurer to frame his Estimates of Revenue
and Expenditure when the Commonwealth
Grovernment, which should be helping us in a

truly Federal spirit, do a thing like this with-
out consultiag us? The Commonwealth is
making a bid for the loose wealth of the
people of the State, who, instead of spending
or investing it in the ordinary way, or lending
it to the State Treasurer for State require-
ments, will be sending it away for the Coin-
inonwenith loans, because they are free from
State taxation.

Mr. Brown: We have to pay our share of
the war expenses.

Mfr. ANGELO: But is this a proper way to
do it? Our Treasurer was in Melbourne a
little while ago; why was he not consulted
then?

The Colonial Treasurer: The legal authori-
ties say that the Commonwealth cannot charge
taxation on the State's bonds, and that the
State cannot charge taxation en the Common-
wealth bonds; therefore we could advertise a
loan and announce that it would be free from
Co mmonwealth taxation.

Ar. ANGELO: Well, that is all right.
Anyhow, it does not get away from what I
wanted to say, which is that nearly every
avenue of taxation we have is being invaded
by the Comnmonwealth, instead of being left
for our purposes. However, I think the Trea-
surer will have something to say about this,
and I am sure he will be able to hold his own.
We now have the Estimates in front of us,
but very few members know that, when first
they came to the Treasurer from the heads of
departments, the Treasurer wiped off some
£:60,000.

Hion.*W. C. Angwin: That is only a fleabite.
Mr. ANGELO: If that be true, I think the

heads of departments are not giving to the
Treasurer that support which they ought to
give.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: From the last Esti-
mates framed for our consideration, we wiped
off ;E500,000.

Mr. ANGELO: Prominent in the policy of
the Government are the watchwords, ''produc-
tion and economy.'' The Treasurer tells us he
is going to tax the insurance companies, and
that the money thus raised will be spent on
the development of secondary industries.

Mr. Lambert: Do you think that tax is
sufficient?

Mr. ANGELO: I think the Treasurer has
gone thoroughly into the question. The Pre-
niier, speaking at Moora, said that we must
have, or if necessary borrow, money for in-
creased production, and that only increased
production could balance the ledger. I quite
agree with the Premier in that respect. When
I was managing a hank in the 'North-West,
we had a customer whose account was station-
ary, neither improving nor going back. For
years he was just about holding his own. In
consequence, the hank got rather chary, and
they suggested that I should see what his pro-
posals were. So I said to this man, "It is a
ease of your having to close your account or
go in for more sheep. I will recommend to
the bank that you be supplied with money to
put up more improvements and carry more
sheep.'' He agreed to the proposal, the bank
lent the money, and to-day that man is
wealthy. I quote this incident as an illustra-
tion, in a small way, of what the State should
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do. We must not stay where we are. Let us
Spend a little more money on production, and
either save or borrow to do so. Of course
the mistakes of the past should be carefully
avoided. T he Treasurer himself seems to
concur in this opinion, for speaking the other
day on the subject of the financial position hie
said,

One dread is ever with us, and that is that
in molising our financial difficulties we may
hesitate to spend money on works which pre-
sent necessity' , or future opportunity, nify
prove to he quite justifiable. In this re-
sjpeet the Government must adopt as a
motto, "_ Neither rashly nor timidly.''

That is what we must do, namely, follow out
the policy of the Premier and spend mnore
money on development, while at the same time
taking lessons freom the mistakes of the past.
13y these means we maty be able to do some-
thing. Other members may make suggestions
about production in other parts of the State,
but I ant only going to suggest increased] pro-
duction in that part of the State to which I
belong. The mnember for Northarn (lion. J.
Mitchell) gave its a glowing account of what
the South-West can produce.

The Colonial Treasurer: You said you were
going to dodge the political.

Mr. ANGELO: But this is local polities.
The member for Northam boasted that he had
started 300 irrigation schemes in the South-
West.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: No. He said that 300
had been started; not that he had started
them.

Mr. ANGELO: I can tell the member for
Northam that if he were to tie a cowbell to
each of his 800 irrigation schemes, and put
them altogether in one corner of the Gascoyne
district, they would be lost.

The 'Minister for Works: There are not 300
irrigation schemnes down there.

Mr. Munsie: The hon. member said so all
right, but lie said they were small schemes.

Mr, ANGELO: I contend that we could pro-
fitably initiate one irrigation scheme at Gas-
coyne that would employ a$ many people as 'We
have in Western Australia. During late years
various Governments have sent experts to the
Oascoyne. First we had Mr. Alex Crawford in
1912. Mr. Crawford, I believe, was one of the
chief organisers of dairying in Victoria. I un-
derstand he is catching rabbits now.

lHon. W, C. Angwin: Ho certainly knows all
ahout the dairying industry.

The Colonial Treasurer: He was a dairy ex-
pert in Victoria in my time.

Mr. ANGELO: Mr. Bath, the then Minister
for Lands, selected Mr. Crawford as the most
suitable man to go to the Gascoyne and report
on its potentialities. Later on Mr. Despeissis,
who is recognised as a most capable man, was
sent up there.

Mr. 0 'Loghlen: Why did not the Govern-
ment keep him?

M1%r. ANGELO: It was your Government that
retired him. 'Mr. Despeissis was sent up to the
0-ascoyne and the North-West, and from there
was sent through all the tropical lands ad-
jacent to the northern parts of Australia, that
he might learn what would be necessary to the
development of the North-West. He went there

to learn about things for himself, and to give
us the benefit of his advice upon his return.
After an expenditure of from £1,000 to £2,000
this gentleman came back and prepared to re-
commence his duties. He u-as immediately got
rid of.

Ion. fl. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Hie opened an office in Perth.

'Mr. ANGELO: Later, Mr. Moody, who has
visited nearly every irrigation scheme in the
'world, went to Gascoyne. lon. members must
have seen his report. He says that the Gascoyne
contains the fittest land for irrigation purposes
in Australia. lie states th'~t the lands of the
Gascoyne are more suitable for irrigation than
any part of the Murray River country. He also
says it is considerably better land than that of
tite Mildura settlement in Victoria. Mildura.
only contains 12,000 acres and there are 0,000
people settled on it. These people are produciig
£400,000 a year, which means £06 a year for
every man, womian and child on that settle-
ment. In the Gascoyne, we have an area which,
in Mr. Moody's opinion, would settle over
300,000 people. 'No railways are required to
develop the land, which is within five miles of
Carnauvon,' and the grading and clearing would
not cost more than 15s. an acre.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What about the water?
Mr. ANGELO: There is any amount of

water, and it only requires to be dammed or
pumped up. About ten acres would be ample
for each settle, A gentleman fromn California
recently arrived in Carnarvon, and told us that
in California there were hundreds of settle-
meats. Each man, ho said, was allowed ten
acres, and after these settlements had been
going for a few years, these men were driving
their own motor-cars, and nmaking .tnearly
£1,000 a year out of ten acres of land.

Hon. P. Collier: Why should we not go to
Calif ornial

Mr. ANGELO: If anyone suggests any
other part of the State other than the south-
west he is laughed at. Apparently it is a mat-
ter of centralisation with members of the
House. At any rate I am glad niy remarks are
being listened to so carefully. They seemt to be
sinking well. into the minds of hon. members.
I hope that the Government will shortly ap-
point a select committee, the members of which
can go uip and see for themselves what these
lands are. With regard to freezing and canning
works, I am grateful to the Government for
doing what I requested they should do on be-
half of my constituency, namely, sending up
an engineer to report upon a scheme for Car-
narvon. The Mfinister for Works has promised
to let me see this officer's report shortly. I
feel certain that if this work is undertaken it
will be of great benefit to the State, and to
Carnarvon and Geraldton in particular. Tme
Premier in replying to a deputation promised
that when money was available the Government
would build works at Fremantle. We are rather
disappointed at this, for we understood that
there was no money available for the construc-
tion of freezing works, and the pastoralists Of
my district were hoping to raise sufficient
money amongst themselves to do this work. AP-
parently the North-West is expected to find the
money for everything.
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Ron. W. C. Angwia:- It did not find the
money f or the rabbit-proof fence.

Mr. ANGELO: We are paying that back.
If we cannot raise quite as much money as is
necessary, I feel certain, after the promise of
the Premier, that the Government will lend a
kindly. ear to our necessities,

The Minister for Works: There is no money
to lend.

The Colonial Treasurer: I san looking after
the money for these industries. I will see that
you get it.

Mr. ANGELO: I am glad to have that assur-
ance. It is only what might be expected of
the Treasurer, that he would help us up there.
The eastern districts of this State have an
assured market in the metropolitan area, for
half the population of the State lives within
a few miles of Perth. The late Administration
spent a lot of money in an unbusinesslike way
in trying to develop the fishing industry in
Sharks Bay. If we get these freezing works
at Carnarvon we will solve the problem in
regard to the fishing industry. end this should
result in the people of the metropolitan area
getting fish at a snore reasonable rate than
at present. We haven gold mine in the Gas-
coyne called the Bangemall mine. Thi s little
field has never been properly prospected. I
hope that some day the Minister for Mines
will send uip an expert, and I feel positive that
if he prospects the area he will be able to
develop a fairly good mining proposition. The
other day the State Mining Engineer asked
me what was being done with the splendidl
mica proposition that exists in my electorate.
Uinfortunately, we hare never had anybody to
teach us how to get that mica out of the ground.
The local people who tried to work it used to
put a plug of dynamite into the ground, blow
tip half a ton of ore, and send that out, If the
'Minister could possibly send us someone who
understood how to mine this valuable product,
I am certain that good would result to the
State. The Premier said it would be very de-
sirable if we could find oil in this State. The
Government Geologist thinks that there is oil
in the Gascoy-ne, and in some of our artesian
bores there are very strong indications of its
presence. I hope that the expert, who may
visit the mining propostion I have referred to,
may also find out something about the possi-
bilities of oil being discovered. M-emnbers want
to know where we are to get the people for the
Gascoyne. I think we should he able to find
them in our returned soldiers. We hare seat
1,000 soldiers from the Noith-WesL. There arc
not three men left in the Carnarvon district,
who could have gone to the war, who hare niot
done so. If we hare sent 1,000 men to the
front we are entitled to some proportionate
share in the repatriation schemes that are being
formulated. Tf our men have left us to go to
the front, surely, if they like to come hack to
Ills. they should he able to do so. I wish to
commend to the Minister for Industries and
other Ministers a little suggestion f or settling
5)00 returned soldiers on the Gascoy-ne. In
this scheme T mention the growingr of bananas.
We are paying at present f10,000 a Year to
SIava for bananas. TIdeed, we cannot get a
quarter of the bananas that we could consunie
is this State. The reason why I mention

bananas is that these become productive with-
in 18 months.

The Colonial Treasurer: Do they row up
therel

Mr. ANGELO: M.%r. Moody says they are the
finest bananas he has ever tasted.

The Colonial Treasurer: I do not want to
know what 'Mr. MIoody says; I want to know
if they will grow there.

Mr. ANGELO: They grow there beautifully.
Mr. Lanmbert: Are they growing there now?
M r. ANGELO: Yes. I wish to give an in-

stance of the manner in which the North-West
is considered in any proposal that is made. A
little tints ago it was necessary to have an-
other stock route opened from Carnarvon to
Ajana. There is some fear that if wre do not
get a good season these existing stock routes
will be closed, and there are no steamers avail-
able at the present time. All we asked for was
the sum of about £92,500 for the purpose of
sinking three sub-artesian wells, between Hlame-
lin Pool and Ajana. The Minister for Works
sent the matter on the head of the Water Supply
Department, and that officer wrote to me stat-
ing he very much regretted that no money was
available. I consider that the head of a de-
partmnent has no right to decide onl a propo-
sition of this sort, for he does not know the
conditions.

The Minister for Works: He did not decide
it. If I had not the cash how could I do the
work?

Mr. ANGELO: I have his letter, in which he
says that the work cannot be done because
there is no money.

The Minister for Works: That is clear.
M.%r. ANGELO: Mfr. Chas. Butcher, who is

one of our experienced pastoralists, came
d]own that track and be stated that there
would be three million acres of land avail-
able on which to depasture sheep immed-
iately the track is opened. That means
£3,000 a year in rent. In addition to that
we have the Minister for Railways crying
out that the Ajana railway is not paying.
I can safely say that if the Government had
look~ed at this proposition in a business light,
the money spent would have been returned
in six months. But that is only how manyv
of our business propositions are treated.
Surely loan mioney should he available for
a proposition like that, a proposition that is
going to bring back the capital with some-
thing like a 200 or 300 per cent, return in
two years.

M.%r. Troy: How many squatters would be
served?

Mr. ANGELO: About a hundred.
Mr. Troy: Well? why do they not sub-

scribe the money; it Wfduld be a mere flea-
bite to them.

M 1r. ANGELO: If these bores are put
down, it will mean the opening up of three
million acres of country, which will be immed-
iately taken up, and that surely should
be paymnent enough. The second part of the
Government's policy is that dealing with
economy. The Treasurer made a suggestion
that Mfinisters and members should agree to
a 10 per cent, reduction in their salaries
and allowances. I consider that a most ex-
cellent suggestion, but it is not far-reaching

W
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enough. This 10 per cent. reduction should
apply in a temporary Way only to the Whole
of the civil service. The member for Perth
(Mr. Pilkington ) stated that any reduction
in the salaries of the civil service would
mean an increased tax on that section. But
I ask is there one hon. member in this House
who has a private business and whose in-
come has not suffered since the war began?
I doubt whether there is one out of 10 peo-
ple in this State with private businesses
whose income has not depreciated at least
10 per cent, if not more.

Mr. Lambert: The North-West squatters
excepted.
*Mr. ANGELO: The Treasurer speaking the
other day made use of these words, ''The
staff which we must keep are probably, in
many instance;, capable of doing nearly
twice the work they are doing to-day, but
it stands to reason that our overhead
charge;, as they are recognised in commer-
cial life, must still continue, even if the
voltime of work at the present juncture
might suggest dispensing with the services
of a number of officers, which services would
be immediately required if the future sud-
denly brightened." The Premier said some-
thing of a similar nature, Hfe declared that
if we started to cut down the civil service
things might brighten, and in a couple of
years we would be glad to have these peo-
ple back again. That means that if we dis-
pensed with the services of some of these
people who know their business to-day, they
would take up other occupations and when
conditions brightened again, we would have
to get others to conic in and learn the bus-
iness. I have been associated with financial
institutions aind I was on the staff of one
during the crisis, when the banks had a
very bad time. There were only three banks
that weathered the storm. The one of those
three to which I belonged called a meeting
of the directors and it was decided that re-
trenchment would have to come about, but
instead of cutting down the number of the
staff it was agreed to reduce the allowances
by 10 per cent., and the staff were asked
to agree to that reduction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There was no big in.
crease in the price of food and clothing
then.

Mr. ANGELO: The salaries being paid
then were only half what they are now.
Immediately the order came along for the
reduction there was a great amount of
grumbling, but no one resigned and no one
committed suicide. Within a month every-
one was reconciled to the position. It was
only a temporary affair, and as soon as con-
ditions brightened all the original salaries
Were restored and increases were granted as
soon as the banks were in a position to give
them. If such a thing were done now with
the members of the civil service, who must
recognise the hard times the State is up
against, I am sure they would loyVally abide
by the decision. It would only be a tem-
porary expedient to adopt and the service
would no doubt benefit at a later date. This
action would result in a saving of between

£E30,000 and £40,000. it is well worth con-
sidering. It would not interfere with the
desire of the Government to dispense with
the services of surplus officers. Another
thing I would draw attention to, and it is
that if we adopted this proposal there would
not be so much need to dispense with the ser-
vices of officers, and the payment of retiring
allowances would not be necessary. The Trea-
surer the other day stated that in many in-
stances when we retired officers, the retir-
ing allowances provided for under the Pub-
lic Sevice Act amounted to a larger sunt
total than the saving effected for the year,
and he added ''We have always that to
think of when we are trying to get rid of a
luau and we have to ask ourselves how much
is it costing us for a pension or retiring
allowance." If the suggestion I have put
-forward that a temporary-I emphasise the
word "temnporary "-reduetion of 10 per
cent, be made, the Government would not
be faced with the question of bringing about
retirements.

A-r. Lambert: Why penalise the poor civil
servants alone; they have already been pen-
alised,

Hon. T. Walker: They are taxed like
everybody else.

Mr. ANGELO: I, too, have to pay income
tax, but my income outside that of Parlia-
ment has gone down considerably mote than
10 per cent., and I think every other member
of the community has suffered to a similar
extent.

Hon. T. Walker: The cost of living has
gone up for the members of the civil service.

Mr. ANGELO: It has gone up with me,
too.

Hon. T. Walker: Not in thu same, propor-
tion; you belong to a great financial institul-
tion.

Mr. ANGELO: Unfortunately I do not.
Air. Lambert: What about the poor squat-

ters whose incomes have increased about 50
per cent.?

Mr. ANGELO: The hon. umember is quite
at liberty to bring along all the proposals hie
can to deal with the squatters. I want next
to refer to the education vote. The amount
of this vote appearing on the Estimates is
£260,048, but there are some other items to
add to that. The university is not included.
The amount set down is £13,500. Then in the
Estimates of the Works flepartmeut we find
that there is a sum of £E15,000 put down for
new buildings and improvements and re-
novations. Then if we turn to the Mines De-
partment Estimates, we find there for edu-
cational purposes, the School of Mines. etc.,
£Z4,250, and then in the Agricultural Depart-
mucit another £3,000 for professors and ex-
perts, making a total of about £400,000. The
member for Perth has suggested that the vote
should be reduced by £150,000. I have a
great deal of sympathy with that suggestion,
hut at the same time I support the reduction
with a great deal of regret. We have at the
head of the Education Department a Minis-
ter who has very high and laudable ideas for
the uplifting of the community. Unfortu-
nately, however, his advent to power has
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fallen on troublous times. And I am afraid
it will have to be the duty of the House to
curtail that Minister's ideals in this direc-
tion. I hope, however, when times improve
and money is more plentiful, that thre same
Minister will he filling the sme post and
will be able to carry out his high ideals.

Mr. Nairn: Which section of the educa-
tion vote would you cut down?

Mr. ANGELO: I will come to that pre-
sently. The Treasurer said the other day,
''Personally, I confess that it is difficult to
bring to bear upon this matter a purely un-
biassed opinion, in that at the present time I
am obsessed by the money side.''0 But he went
on to say that he considered those who dif-
fered from him were taking a higher and
nobler view. About 15 years ago I went to
the North-West with a young family. After
I had been there some time, the question of
educating my children had to ho considered.
Unfortunately, at that time I had no financial
institution behind mue. I was, in fact,' hard
up, and, further, I owed a little money. I
thought the matter out, and asked myselfI''Have I the right to send these children to
Perth to be educated?"' It was what I
should have liked to do; it was the height of
my ambition. But, taking into consideration
that I owed money outside, I thought I was
doing the more honest and more honour-
Able thing in giving my children the edu-
cation that local conditions afforded. I there-
fore bad to deprive myself of the pleasure
of sending them to Perth to be educated.
Now, I consider this State is in the same po-
sition as I was in 15 years ago. The State
owes money-considerably more than ever I
owed. I could see my way out of may little
difficulties, but for the life of me I cannot
see a way out of the difficulties of the State.
*Ff it would have been dishonest and dishon-
ourible on my part to spend money that I
owed, upon having my children educated in
Perth, is it not dishonest and tlishonourable
for the State to spend more than it ought on
the education of its children? The question
is, how can the vote be reduced? The leader of
the Opposition has made an excellent sugges-
tion, but of course it would not suffice to re-
duce the vote to what it should be. The miem-
ber for Perth has suggested that the matter
should be left to the Education Department
to settle; that the department should decide
how the economies are to he effected; and I
think that hon. member has taken the right
view of the matter. Suppose I bad 20 yards of
cloth and took it along to a tailor,
and said, "'I want you to make me a couple
of suits of clothes and an overcoat.'' le would
say, 'There is not enough cloth to do it.''
Then T would not dictate to him how to cut
the cloth. He is the experienced man, and T
wvould say to him, ''Here is the cloth; do the
best you can, and get the best results.'' In
the present Minister for Education we have a
gentleman who has devoted years to the study
of education in this State.

Opposition members, No.
Mr. ANGELO: Yes, he has. I doubt whether

we shall ever get a 'Minister who will do as
well.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter): All he thinks of is spendling money.

Mr. ANGELO: In the permanent head of
the department also we have a man who baa
devoted his life to education.

Hon. R. H1. Underwood (Honorary Minis.
ter): And he spends all the money he can
possibly get.

Mr. ANGELO: The Honorary Minister is
helping me in my argument. He says these
two gentlemen think of nothing hut spending
money to realise their ideals. Le us cut them
down. Let us give them their cloth.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Let us cut them out first.

'Mr. ANGELO: I am surprised to find the
Honorary Minister going back on his colleague.

Mr. Munsie: That is nothing in this Govern-
trent.

Mr. Troy: Did not he go hanck on us?
Mr. ANGELO: It is too late nowv to do any-

thing to economis. No reduc~tion can be made
in this financial year's expencditure. By the
time this debate is over, there will be only
two months to go. Buit I think we ought to
indicate to the Minister for Education that as
from the 1st July next this State cannot afford
more than a quarter of a million per annum
for education.

lin. R. H. Underwood (Honorary Minis-
ter) : Make it as from the 1st March.

Mr. ANGELO: No; let him go to the end
of June. After that, give him his cloth and
let him cut his coat accordingly. The Colonial
Secretary said recently that no such economy
as the member for Perth suggested could he
effected without a complete abandonment of
the educational policy of the country; and the
hon. gentleman added that if that policy was
to be abandoned, even temporarily, it must
be done by Parliament. lie concluded by stat-
ing that the responsibility of such an alteration
must rest upon the direct representatives of the
people in Parliament. I am prepared to take
my share of any responsibility in the matter.
With the finances of the State as they are to-
day,' we have no right to spend more than a
quarter of a million annually on education,
if we have the right to spend even that.

Hon. T. Walker: Education is the safest
investment you can have.

Mr. ANGELO: I quite agree with the mem-
ber for Kanowna on that point; but, if we
have not the money to invest, how are we going
to invest it? And we have not the money.

Hon. T. Walker: Sooner than cut down the
Education Vote we ought to go without tucker.

Mr. ANGELO: I "-as rather surprised to
hear the Premier remark that it would be
better to run against the rocks with a people
educated than with a people uneducated. I
cannot agree with him. My idea is that the
better couirse is by temporary ecenomy and
retrenchment and honesty to avoid the
rocks altogether. Afterwvards, when we
have been yiloted into smooth water,
we ean make up our educational lee-
way. Next, let u's take the Police Vote,
£133,307. Many members have expressed
the wrish that this Vote might be cut down,
hut none have advanced any' suggestion how
it is to he (lone. T may say I was recruiting
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officer at Carnarvoti for two years, and during
that time two police stationed in the district
applied for leave to go to the Front. The
instructions from the Commissioner of Police,
however, wete that these tuen must not enlist
Avithout Itis consemit. Titey wrote for his con-
sent. [t evidently was not forthcoming, be-
cause the two police have not yet gone to tite
Front, although they are still desirous of do-
ing so. Mry belief is there are a number of
police desirous of going to the Pront. In my
district there are twoe out of seven. Perhaps
the proportion is not equally great in other
parts of the State, but I feel sure many memi-
bers of the force would like to enlist, In
F~uglatd we find a mnber of gentlemen,
whose tite is not fully occup~ied, doing the
work of htotnorary piolice for thle period of thle
war. 1 would sutggest that a circular be sent
round aitmitng the police asking each one of
thtem whethter Ihe would like to go to the
Front; and at tlte sanme titme requests should
be made through tile Press for the ntantes of
any gentletmen witht unoccupied time who
would be prepared to carry out police duties
until the war is ovr.

Honl. 'T. Walker: Would you volunteer for
police duty?

rl.ANG ELO: I certainly would. I. would
not mind giving up twoe or three hours ever)'
morning to helping the State in this strenuous
time. The results of the circulars I have sutg-
gested might be that 500 constables would be
found willing to enlist, and that 500 gentle-
lmen were prepared to take the places of those
police temporarily. If Constable Green is
prepared to go to the Front, I ant prepared
to carry out his duties in this Chamber. There
are large votes for Works, Mines, and Lands,
and I hope other members will have important
suggestions to make on these Votes. But
there is one Vote here onl which I really nmust
comment; and that is Health, £163,478. Pur-
ther, there is Lunacy £.64,246. The Treasurer
in his Budget speech said that here again
there was room for searching inquiry. Later
he said, with, regard to hospitals, that the
Government felt convinced that the generosity
of the State in this direction was being abused
-that many people were availing thetnselves
of the conveniences, etcetera, attached to* our
hospitals who could well afford to pay. He
proceeded to say that expenditure on hospitals
came to ito less than £57,865, while the fees
and donations amounted to only £7,193; so
that the net cost of the hospitals was £50,672.

1have takent fronm the report of the Depart-
meat of Public Health a few figures showing
ito, the hospitals are cutting into the Medi-
cal Vote, I am going to start with the Car-
narvon hospital, because there is nothing like
commencing at home in such a matter as this.
During the last financial year the Carnarvon
hospital treated 145 patients at a gross cost
to tle Governent of £1,847, while the fees
and donations totalled only £E122.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The doctor was paid,
in addition to that.

Mr. A-NGELO: That makes the ease worse.
The next constituency to which I direct atten-
tion is Geraldton. The record of Geraldton is
a good one, comparatively speaking-219
patients, gros cost £1,877, fees and donations

£:687. GerAdton collected £1 for every £83
spent. flow does that compare with Larnar-
von,, and( £1 collected for every 14 spent? I
will presently state the reason for the position
at Carnarvon. Hot. members must not blame
the people of the (Jascoyne district. Now I
comle to Kalgoorlie-1,350 patients, cost
£10,627, collections £.1,581 only. Then I comle
to Wyndhain-19 patients, cost £:1,339, hund
only £E88 collected. Why ? J shall explain
why. In order to save argument later on, I
will admit that the country hospitals do not
showv nearly so badly.

Mlembler: N"ow compare Mfeekatharra. mnd
Cute.

Mr. ANGELO: I have not the figures re-
lating to those centres. In this connection I
have a suggestion to. make, and I hope it will
receive consideration. It is this: I should like
thle Minister in charge of tile Health Depart-
mtenit to appoint in each town where there is a,
hospital anl honorary committee consisting of
the Resident Magistrate, the hlead of the
police-because tite police canl fossick out a
lot of informiation-and a business man, per-
ha1,s the mayor or the chairman of the roads
l)card. These gentlemen should be supplied
by the principal of the hospital with a list of
thle patients who have not paid. They should
be enabled to make inquiries as to whether
the patients canl afford to pay and if these
patients can pay, they should he made to pay.
Andi the commnittee should be emp~oweredl to
obtain information as to the financial position
of these patients from any financial institu-
tion in tile State. I ant sure, if such a system
was brought into force, instead of it costing
£50,000 to run these hospitals, the cost would
not amount to £20,000. I know of cases
where men haive come from the bush %vith
cheques in their pockets, anxious to go into
hospitals, and, unfortunately, they have
stopped at a pub on thle way and when they
have gone to thle hospital it has been at the
Oovcrntinent's expense. There is a number
of people fin the back part of the State w'ho
have received hospital treatment who can well
afford to pay and they go boasting about the
fact that they have not paid. It should be
left to the committee to make inquiries as to
wvhether these patients have the money, and,
if so, they should be made to pay. Many of
the medical men attached to the hospitals are
entitled to charge fees on their own account.
Are we certain that these officers do not get
their fees before the hospitals get theirs? 1
think the whole of the money should be pooled
atud the medical man should then get his
share. While speaking on this vote I should]
like to say that, in many of the out-of-the-way
places, maternity homes are badly required.
We have a number of noble women whio go
out into the hack parts of the State working
their hearts out and making comfortable homes
for their partners. Tltey get all the work and
very little of the advantages and the Covern-
inont could well afford to erect maternity homes,
especially where a hospital at present exists. I
have made a request that one of these homes
should be erected in connection with the Car-
narvon hospital. It would not be an expensive
affair, simply a bungalow, and it would show
these ntoble women who are living in the back
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blocks that the State aplireciates the action
they are doing in their pioneering work. As
far as the doctors are concerned, the tinme has
arrived when their fees and travelling allow-
ances in the out-of-the-way places should be
fixed by the Government.

Hon. T. Walker: You cannot get doctors
even with the high fees.

The Colonial Treasurer: It is impossible to
get them.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, all I can say is that
as soon as ire can get them, something should
be done. Now I conmc to the question of the
railways, and I am afraid they are run on
political lines and not on business lines. But
they should be run on business lines. Some
menmhers mafy not believe it but there is a rail-
way in ily district. It runs from the jetty to
the town, a dhtance of three maileRslad, un-
fortunately, the engine, when steamers are
coming to the jetty, is sometimes taken for a
coffee pot. It is thle only paying railway in the
State. It has made a profit every year it has
been in existence, and last year it made a profit
of £:1,500. The other day the merchants re-
ceived A ci,-cular saying that from a certain
,late all fares and freights and handling
charges would be increased 20 per cent. There
was not a single complaint made against the
action of the Government but I took the
trouble to ask the reason. I said, ''What has
happened to the railnay I'' and was asked
''What did You mnake last year?'' When told
£15*00, I asked ''WThy '1o you put up) the
-,barges?'" and thle reply was ''Because
you might make a loss next year.''
You see they anticipated a loss, In
regard to the State steamers, last year the
Government put up the fares and the freights.
But there was no complaint made along the
North-West coast. Thle people in the North-
West recognise the State is up against troub-.
Iot's times and they recognise that they must
now pay a little more for their public utility.
But what happens down here? We find that be-
fore the Government have a chance to put up
fares and freights the People cry out, especially
the Country party. And let me say a wordl
about the Country party here. Look at the
money which has- been spent on agricultural
railways, look at the money which has been
spent in connection with the Agricultural
Bank, the Industries Assistance Board, and the
two Royal Commissions which are now sitting,
which I trust will terminate their labours very
shortly. Commissioners have laid down orchards
too, only to he pulled up. I doubt whether anl
industry, which requires constant bolstering, is
north carrying on at all. Let these farmns he
turned into large squatting propositions; let
there lie large areas, and it would make all the
difference. I very much regret that the motion
which you, Mr. Chairman, moved the other day,
that sectional railway returns should be sup-
plied, was not carried. I was anxious to get
that return, but the Minister for Works, in
speaking, assured the House that any return
given would not he a complete return andl, fur-
ther, he aid it would cost tell times what the
Colonial Secretary had estimated that it would
cost, say £400. On the direct assurance of the
Minister for Works I voted against the return
being supplied, because I accepted his assur-

ace. But I have been told since that the Min-
ister was only throwing dust in my eyes.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Chairman-
Mr. ANGELO: I am perfectly willing now

to take the assurance of the Minlister for
Works, as I wasl that night, but I trust, white
I am occupying a seat in the House, we shall
never hear, of Ministers trying to throw dust
in thle eyes of members. 1 do not believe it for
a moment but on his assurance I voted against
the motion. At the some time I regret that the
return was not supplied. It would have enabled
the Housc to say where the increased freights
should come from. At the present time we have
nothing to guide us as to where to increase the
freights. Take the first class fare from Perth
to Frenmantle which is 1-1/3d., second class five-
sixths; Perth to Beverley, 2d.; Perth to Kal-
goorlie, 2d.; second class five-sixths; Carnar-
von to the jetty, 6d.

lfoan. W. C. Angwin: What do youlaen
Mr. ANGELO: Per mile. That shows that

Perth and Kalgoorlie should be taxed for
their fares considerably mjore than the coun-
try people. When we consider that the
metropolis and thle suburbs have all the hix-
uries-trains for half what is chlarged else-
where, excursion fares for practically noth-
ing, if there is to be an increase in the fares
and freights they are the ones who should
bear then first. Not long ago we used to
pay 2s. 6d. for a fare between Perth Bad-
Fremantle, now it is Is. ld. There is a re-
dluction of 7d. The Railway Department
ought to lye inade to pay. It is useless to
have Government utilities of this descrip-
tion and the taxpayers all over the State
have got to find the money to keep them
going. The Colonial Treasurer said the first
thing the Committee have the right to askc
is, where the leakage comes from, and his
reply is practically our railways and our
deficit. The deficit is caused by the build-
ing of railways, so that the whole thing
comres down to the railways. Nearly all our
troubles at the present time are caused by
the huge railway development that is taking
place. The Colonial Treasurer said the
railways and interest on deficit anmounted to
£609,000, and the anticipated deficit was
£900,000. We mrust arrange to stopl thle leak-
age. The Premier in November last prom-
ised members that they should have an op-
portunity to fliseuss railway freights and
fares and it is up to tile Governmnent to
bring along their propoals as soon as possi-
ble, so that they may be in force by the
1st Jlyt at the latest. TFhe unimproved
land tax is a matter I. am pleased to hear
the Treasurer anticipates bringing forward
this session. T think it is ridiculous for the
countr 'y to have unimproved lands within
30 or 40 miles of Perth and stilt we are
building railways 500 and 600 miles away.
Only recently I passed through to Pinjarra
and I was shown land which is held by peo-
ple so as to get bigger prices for it later on.
And whilst these people are holding these
lands unused we are building railways .500
alies away.' The other day I was accom-
panying the member for Albany (Mr. H.
Robinson), who, within a few miles of Al-
bany. pointed out to me huge tracts of land
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belonging to an absentee owner. It is well
known to all that there are unused to-day
limmense tracts of land alongside railways
which were existing. railways years before
the later lines were ever thought of. I
think a tax could we]! be imposed on all
those unused lands. The member for Perth
(Mi\r. Pilkington) suggested a tax on liquor.
J think it a very good thing to tax. The
liquor traffic of the State amounts to
£2,300,000 per annum, and the hon. mem-
ber suggests a tax of one penny per glanss.
I do not know whether that would be work-
able, because T scarcely see how the penny
is to be collected. Alternatively I suggest
that all existing license fees of every des-
cription should be trebled. I am not hitting
at the holders of those licenses,' because I
have asked several of them what they
thought of the suggestion, and they ap-
proved it, remarking that they would pass
the tax on to the consumer. Still, we should
not stop at liquor. Look at all the other
luxuries awaiting taxation. Take cigarettes,
cigars, tobacco. Personally I would not
mind paying an uxtra penny on my tobacco,
and the aggregate tax would mean a con-
siderable amonL

Ron. T. Walker: That could not be done;
it is excise.

Mr. ANGELO: Well, there are the motor
ears, a distinct luxury. Sometimes, of
course, a motor car is used for business. But
what business is there sufficiently large to
run a motor car which could not pay £2
per annum? rI have a ear, and I shall be
quite willing to pay a £C2 tax on it, and I
am quite sure all other owners feel the same
way about it. Again, there is room for a.
tax on receipts. Every man receiving a
wage should put on the receipt a penny
stamp for every £1 he collects. The merit
of that tax is that it is easily collected. A.
boy getting £1 per week would be glad to
pay his penny towards the revenue of the
State.

Hon. T. Walker: And if ho gets a guinea?
MN1r. ANGELO: Let him pay twopence.
The Colonial Treasurer: I am not missing

much in that respect.
Mr. ANGELO: I think the Treasurer

would be well advised to alter the Taxation
Act so as to make the fines chargeable un-
der that Act very much higher than they are.
I he will compare the flues levied under

the State Act with those imposed under
the Federal Act, hie will find that the Fed-
eral Act provides for much higher imposi-
tions. On the subject of State steamers, T
would enter a plea for the North-West. The
State steamers are just as essential to the
development of the North-West as are the
rnilways in relation to the development of
the southern districts. But there is this dif-
ference, that while the railways are showring
a huge loss, the State steamers on the north-
west coast are paying. Even if they did
not pay they would only be on a par with
the railways. Without the State steamers it
is i mpossibe to develop the North-West.

Mfr. Smith: What about a railway to Car-
narvon?

Mr. ANGELO: As soon as yac give us a
railway I shall be very pleased to vote for
the abolition of the State steamers. To re-
gard to the State Implement Works, I ami
assured by the Minister for Works, and also
by the member for North-East Fremnantle
(Hon. W. C. Augwin), that iu a very short
time they will be paying.

The Minister for Works: I do not think I
said that.

M r. ANGELO:. You gave mec that impression.
The Minister for Works: What I said was that

they were improving.
Mr. ANGELO: Well, if they continue to im-

prove they will soon reach that happy position so
long awaited by the member for North-East Fre-
mantle. The brickworks, the ferries, and the
quarries are all paying.

Mr. H. Robinson: The brickworks are a dead
lass,

Mr. ANGELO:. The Treasurer says that he ex-
pects from the brickworks during the currency
of the year cash amounting to :E254.

MRr. Smith:. Why are they shut down?
Ron. T. Walker: Because there is no building

going on.
'The Minister for Works :. That is revenue received

for stock when sold.
Mr. ANGELO : At any rate, if these trading

concerns are paying and the Government have
decided to get rid of them- *

The Colonial Treasurer: We will not got rid of
any of the steamships. If I had a few more of
them there would be no deficit.

Mr. ANGELO tJam not including the steamers
hands off the State steamers. I eam referring to
the sawmills, quarries, brickworks, and the lie.

Hon. W. .. Angwin:- The sawmills are pay-
ing hand-sumely.

Mr. ANGELO : It lends the stronger support to
my argument. The Government have decided
to get rid of all these concerns. The Minister for
Works explained the other day that this is the
policy of the Government, and that all they are
looking for is a customer. U those several trading
concerns constitute a good asset, and if notwith-
standing this it is the desire of Ministers to get
rid of them, why not hand them over to the re-
turned soldiers, to be worked enn a co-operative
basis ! These maen are most deserving men. All
we think of at the present time is settling them on
the land. Surely some of them would like to
engage in other occupations.

The Colonial Treasurer:- We p~ropose to put 500
of them in tie Ci scoyne district.

Mr. ANOELO: I suggest that these State works
should be handed over to the returned soldiers,
to he worked on the co-operative basis. If these
works constitute a good asset, why not give them

0'he most deserving section of the people?!
Mr. Smiith. Arc you in favour of penny sections

on the trm
Mr. ANGELO:- I do not know anything about

the trains. I conclude by asking the Government
to give my suggestion a little consideration. A
board of control might be fori-ed to take over
these s',veral works on behalf of the returned
soldiers. Under my scheme none but returned
soldiers would he engaged in the works, with the
qualification that any posts suitable to women
should he filled by the wives and sisters of returned
soldiers. I sincerely hope that Ministers will give
consideration to this proposal.
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(The Deputy Chairman (Mr. Thesse) took the
Chair.)

Ron. W. C. ANOWJX (North-East Fremantle)
[9-271- The member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mlitchell) pointed to the great works Lord Forrest
had carried out in the early days. The bon.
member forgot to remind us that Lo-rd Forrest
is the only man we have had in Western Australia.
I know this, because certain members of the Perth
Chamber of Commerce who waited on Lord Forrest
when he came to Perth at the time of the opening
of the Great Western Nallway, used these words:

It was a great pity that when Sir John had
left them for the East he had carried away a
monopoly of the thought which had conceived
such great schemes, and had left only a few
starved intellects which had risen to no greater
heights than fish shops and brickwcrks.

Clearly, therefoie, it is impossible for those
left behind to follow in the footsteps of Lord
Forrest, because he is the only man associated
with Western Australia, having a sufficiently
fine intellect to conceive such schemes as the
Great Western railway. I think we can, to
a large extent, sympathise with the regrt
expressed by the Treasurer that a taxation
measure carred in the Assembly some years
ago did not becomne law. If it had succeed-
ed in passing both Houses, the Treasurer
would not have found himself in the position in
,which he is placed to-night. There is no doubt
that taxation has been required here for some
years. I am reminded of the period when Mr.
flaglish was Treasurer of the State, He suggested
in 1904 that there was necessity for a tax on un-
improved land values, and upon incomes as well.
Those who were on the same side in politics as
Mr. Daglish is now did not agree as to the necessity
for this taxation. In 1905 they appealed to the
country and were returned to power with an over-
whelmning majority against increaseod taxation.
They were not in ollice more than a few months
when they introduced the very tax for which they
had condemned Mr. Daglish. The same thing
applies to this House to-day. I wish to exempt
the Treasurer from this because he voted for the
tax as introduced later, and was almost kicked out
of the leadership of the Country party because of
his attitude. Other members of the Mfinistry of
to-day opposed this taxation strongly, and in-
duced their friends in another place to throw it
out altogether. The result is that the Treasurer
is to-day not in possession of the money necessary
to carry on the affairs of the State. The taxation
was not so necessary then as it is now, so far as
the wiping out of deficits is concerned, but it was
necessary if the many works that were required
throughout the State were to be carried on. I
sympathise with the Treasurer, knowing as I do
that almost every hon. member hers has had from
time to time to comply with the requests of the
districts they represent, and ask the Treasurer for
money for certain works. Year after year it has
beea found necessary to cut down the Estimates
considerably, as they have been presented to
Ministers by departmental officers, because the
money has not been available. The member for
Gascovne (Mr. Angelo) said just now that an
officer had no right to send in a recommendation.
The custom for years has been for deputations to
wait upon Ministers. A Minister may say that
there is no money for the work, but may mark it
for next year's Estimates because he realises the
justice of the scheme. When a work is marked

for the following year's Estimates, the Under
Secretary of the department in preparing his list
of expenditure, brings forward such items in
order to ascertain if the money is available. That
is the time when a. Minister is supposed to assist
the Treasurer in putting in the pruning knife as
far as possible. This is how large sums of money
come to be placed on the Estimates as they are
laid before 'Ministers, and this is the time when
they have to be considerably reduced. 5Mr.
Scaddan told me that in his last year of office the
Estimates were cut down by L400,000 or £500,000.
I remember that on the ocaion, of the preparation
of our first Estimates a considerable sum of money
was asked for, more than could be raised for the
carrying out of the works in question. The mem-
be for York (M1r. Griffiths) complimented the
Treasurer on the good work he had done recently
in the Eastern States. I was rather disappointed
in it. When we adjournied we had reason to hope
from the statement of the Premier that the Trea-
surer would bring something hack from the Eastern,
States which would assist us in our financial diffi-
culties. We had the greater reason to think this
because on the 18th January the Treasurer sent a
telegram to the Premier in which he stated that he
had haod a long interview with the Prime Minister
on the Tuesday, and expressed the opinion that
this would result in a mnuch better understanding
in the future between the State and the Common-
wealth. He also pointed out that there was a
reasonable possibility of having the 25s. per bead
paid over in connection with our soldiers who have
gone to the front, although there was not much
prospect of the payment being made retrospective.
In commenting upon that wire the Premier
said-

Under the present circumstances and con-
sidering the reception given to the Treasurer

-by the Prime Minister, who considered that
Western Australia should not be penalised for
any reason, Mir. Gardiner had every hope of
satisactorily settling several contentious mat-
ters now outstanding.
The Colonial Treasurer: The Treasurers contend

that legally we should get back the whole of that
25s.

Hon. W. C. ANO WiN: Upon his return the
Treasurer made A statement to the House. In
my opinion, that statement did not bear out
what this wire seemed to convey. I have some
sympathy with the Treasurer in the attitude he
adopted in introducing the Estimates. At the
time he was making his statement, leaving out
the question of loan authorisation which could
have been managed from here, I placed his

requests under 12 heads. First of all, the Tree.-
surer made a claim for a share in the £251,000
wrongly taken by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment under the Surplus Revenue Act.

The Colonial Treasurer: I think it was £Z221,000.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN The result of that re-

quest is doubtful, a6nd will have further consider-
ation. Second, the claim for 25s. per head for
our soldiers, result doubtful, will have further
consideration: third, repatriation for soldiers
on return, result unknown, another conference:;
fourth, amalgamation- of several Federal and
State offices, result nil fi fth dealing with the
load line for ships, result, further consideration:;
sixth, port and harbour dues on transport,
result, another conference:- seventh, uniformity
in taxation returns, result, another conference ;
eighth, interest on transferred properties, no
result ; ninth, stoppage of payment of
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customs duties on State imports, result,
postponed to another conference; tenth, old
age pensions and charitable institutions, result,
another conferencez eleventh, payment by Com-
monwealth Government for legal services ren-
dered, result, nil :and twelfth, the other delegates
scratched the Treaurer's back and the conference
closed. It will be seen that so far as the Trea-
surers' conference was concerned, theme was very
little result which affected the finances of Western
Australia.

Hon. P. Collier: There is a busy time head
for more conferences,
. Ron. W. C. ANO WIN: To finish the work
of his visit, he found it necessary to deal with one
or two matters which affected Western Australia
in particular. He was so sure that the promises of
the Prime Minister were genuine towards Western
Australia-very few of us agree that these pro-
mises can be relied on-that before leaving Mel-
bourne he threatened to issue a writ for the payment
of £15,000 for police special services. Is it any
wonder that the Treasurer upon his return to
the State was downhearted, or any wonder that
he introduced the Estimates in a doleful manner,
or that he had the complaint commonly known
as the blues, which be transmitted throughout the
length and breadth of the State ? Almost every
man who read the Budget Speech next mning
camne to the conclusion that we were down and out,
and that if we wore not out we wore certainly
down. One well-lnewn newspaper in this Stt
felt the effects of the Treasurer's statement and
got the blues so badly that in its next issue that
journal, the " Sunday Times," which always camle
out in a perfect pink condition, came out, for the
first time in its history, with the title of the paper
Printed in blue. We cannot wonder at this,
because this was the journal of all others in the
Sttt which had contended for some time past
that we should have a change of Government,
and that immediately we had that change the
deficit and everything else in that direction would
disappear and the State flourish again. Their
comments upon the Budget in that issue ran like
this, " The Ciordelpus Government," " Gardiner's
Budget," " Dreary and Disappointing" Theme
is no doubt that so far as the Press was concerned,
they became affected with the fit of the blues
which had attacked the Colonial Treasurer in the
Eastern States. The Premier in speaking the
other day, said-

We are twitted with being responsible for the
deficit, a deficit brought about, I will say.
Principally by the war. I am not going to
charge hon. members opposite with tho deficit.
I am generous enough to say from my place in
the House that hon. members opposite were
just as honest in their desire to advance the
interests of Western Australia as those on
Ministerial Bench0 s at the present timo. Had
it not been for the war Western Australia would
have been in a very different nosition to-day

We thought at the time that this was avery
generous statement. We knew it was a true
statement. Unfortunately, some of the Premier's
Political persuasion immediately attacked him in
the Press, and we had three or four columns on
the subject, The Premier then thought he had
made a mistake, and that it was necessary to
change his tune. He0 was not long in doing so.
He said that he had been taken to task in making
a certain statement and added-

The position is brought about by the large
loan expenditure. We have spent in six years
some 1S millions,

When the Premier made that statement he was
only following the example of one of his colleagues,
about whom I regret to say I have previously
had occasion to complain on the score of his not
having been particular as to ithether the statement
he made was accurate or not. If the Premier
had only looked for himself he would have found
that during the last five or six years we have not
spent 18 millions of money. On June 30th, 1911,
the public debt of the State nas £23,703,953.
On 30th June, 1916, the pubile debt van £39,139,676
making an increase of £15,435,723, and not 18
millions. There w-as left in cash when the Liberal
Government took office nearly a million of money,
or £833,698. This brought the increased indebted.
ness of the State en 30th June, 1916, to £14,602,025.
and not 18 millions. Hon. members n-ill thus
see that the statement made by the Premier w-as
incorrect. There u-as no necessity to make such
a statement, even to please those of the same
political faith as the Premier. Hen. members
on this side desire fair play at all times and the
truth as well, and if this had been given, hen.
members would not be in such large numbers on
the Ministerial side of the House at the present
time. Perhaps the Premier is not always particular
as to whether or not he makes correct statements,
though on this occasion he may have spoken as
he did unintentionally, but as there are so many
members who may be likely to be led away by what
was said, it is necessary that I should make a few
remarks on what occurred previously. The charge
of extravagance in regard to loan expenditure is
frequently made against us. We have been told
that we had no right to spend the money we did
during the period we worn in office. How many
members, however, realise the liabilities which
were left to those w'ho were associated with me at
the time the Liberal Government went out of
office in 1911 ? In the last session of Parliament,
prior to the general electien of 1911, no fewer
than twelve new railway Bills were passed. All
those ameres wore passed for the express purpose
of enabling the then retiring Government to get
back to powier for a further term, and those
measures, together with the lines then under con-
struction, represented approximately 900 miles
of new railways. Hon. members will therefore
see that to carry out such a big policy of railway
construction, the policy of the Liberal Government,
it was necessary to embark on heavy loan expondi.
turo.

The Minister for Works: But.-not to the extent
of £15,000,000. Those railways cost about
C3,000,000.

Hen. WV. C. ANGWNLX : In addition to the ex-
penditure on new railways there was other large
expenditure. The present Minister for Works
was then retiring from the position of Commissioner
of Railways. The Government had no further tune
for him as Commissioner of Railways.

The Minister for Works: You have no right to
say that.

Hon. WV. C. ARC WIN: His time was expiring
and it was necessary to make a new appointment.
The hon. member, when Commissioner of Rail-
ways, endeavoured to keep the railways inpoe
order and when his period of office expired and
it was not intended to re-appoint him, it was
neeossary for the Government of the day to give
some reason for not asking that gentleman to
again accept the comrnissionership for a further
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term. When the new commissioner was appointed
it wlas agreed that C50O,000 per annum would be
saved in the management of the railways. What
was that done for? It was (lone to prove that
the retiring commissioner had been guilty of
extravagance. But since then the railways had
been neglected, repairs had not been effected, the
s , stemn had been stan-ed, no rolling stock had
leen purchased, and scarcely anything was dlorne
until the advent of the Labour G;overnment, and
it cost that Governlment close on one million
pounds sterling to improve the affairs of the work-
ing railways. In addition it cost close on another
imillion pounds sterling to provide rolling stock.

The Minister for Works: To make the story
complete, tell the House how I found the railways
when I took them over,

Hon. WV. C. ANGiWIX: I was nlot here when
the honl. member took over the railways. I am
referring only to the Period when thle hoe, nit-rn er
retired fromn the position of commissioner, and 1
am informing the i-ouse that it cost no less than
two millions sterling to pot the railways in order.

Tme Minister for'Work-a: They were in a rotten
condlition when I took them over and thoy %,,re
all right when I left themn.

Mr. Troy: They are rotten again.
Hon. W. C. ANOW1IN: Then it cost nearly-

£-300,000 to pay for land which had been resumed
in the city for the railways. It had been resumed
and not paid for prior to the advent of the Labour
Government. We have heard a great deal about
extravagance on the part of thle Labour G;overn.
merit, but the eharges which have been made are
not true. Those who wore responsible for creating
the position which we found to exist should take
the blame. When we went out of oficee time rail-
ways were left in good order, there was suffiiciint
rolling stock, and the resumed land had been paid
for. With the expenditure we had to lace, our
debt was hound to increase. We have also been
told by our agricultural friends that wre were
extravagant, but if any person in this.State should
be grateful to the Labour flovernment, it should
be those who are engaged in the occupation of
farming and hon. meombers who represent that
suction of the conimunity. The policy which is9
mn vogue to-day was initiated by the Labour
Uovernment, and it was initiated at a time when
those who were on the land were so badly off that
they were in need of food. We had something
like 2,300 customers and as they all came along
suddenly, it was impossible to expect things to
run smoothly. This number of people Weanted
assistance before we were able to get a complete
staff together, hot we managed successfully, and
saved the situation. The action we took then,
and againt in 191t, gave the greatest satisfaction,
and helped many out of the very serious dilli-
culties.

Mr. Pickering: Any other Governlment. wuld
have had to do the samne thing.

Hont. IV. C. ANG WIN : it was never done: pit-
vi-ously. We were abused for extravagance byv
agricultural members, but w-hat we didi was fu~r
the purpose of saving them and those they repre-
sented. We spent onl agricultural development
£9l9,SSS ;we spent on roads in agricultural dis-
tricts about £30,000-

Mr. Pickering: What did you spend onl Ltme
Perth-Fremantle road ?

Mon. WV. C. ANUIWIN : Then again, ichen th4t
progress took place in connecCtionl With land selttle-
ment, and about which thle member for Nor-

[23]

tham had bragged so much, no provision was;
made for wrater supplies, and the first time we had
anything resemnbling a. drought in 1.9i1-12, what
was the positionL The people were claniouring
for water throughout the length and breadth oh
the ag-ricuiltural areas, and we supplied it at Is. a
thousand gallons when it was costing us [f4 tm
deliver it. Our desire was to save the people on
the, land. We also put down bores, sank wells,
and constructed clams, anL in that way spent
nearly [100,000. In 1914 with the provisqions
which had been made in 191t-12, so far as water
was concerned, the people in the agricultural areas
Were able to survive the greatest drought we have
ever experienced. rhe people were nble to re-
main en their holdings, and yet we were told that
that was extravagance. Then again, we had to
Anrd £100,000 fur thle Fremantle dock. Can hon.
members on this side of the House be blamed fox
that ? T voted against that deck and told the
Rouse what the resuilt woulId be. I had read the
report of Mr. O'Connor. The amendment which
was sabilutted however was lost by one vote.I
fought the martter strenuously because I was the
only one at the timne, except the Minister who had
read the reports. The reports were kept from
even-body else-Just after the Labour Party
took* office an attempt was made in London and
the Eastern States to prevent the Glovernment of
the clay from carrying out works that they were
engaged oin works which had been autherised by
the previous Liberal (Jovemnment, hut the op-
ponents were not succlessful.

Mr.-ffH. Robinson ; What (lid it Cost the Colin-
try to increase the wages of the railway men by
I s. a day?

Mr. Munsiu': That increase was deserved.
I-ton. WV. C. ANC WIN : The Arbitration Court

11as further increased the wages of railway men.
After what I have told hon. members is it any
wonder that there has been an increase in the
interest and sinking fund ? We cannot spend
money and( not increase the interest and sinking
fund,] It lies been increased considerably onl
account of the action of Parliameint before the
Labour administration took office. Many mon-
bore have stated that thle work which was initiated
by thle Labour Government is proving a burden on
tho country to-day. If hion. members will peruse
the Estimates very closely they will find, accord-
ing to Retur m0, that a little over 13 millions ster-
ling has been spent on pubLic works, etcetera,
throughout the State.

Mr. Nairn : floes that. include the railwaysr
Hon. WV. Q- ANO WIN : Yes. But I wish to

inform honl. members; that ij millions of that
amiount to-day, even in these times of stress ancd
war, is meeting the full charges for interest and
sinking fund. H-un memabers know well that for
thle w1ater !5ulhlYl and sewerage of Perth £1,278,000
was borrowed. Who is payiing interest and
sinking fend onl that ? 'Not the State as a whole.
There is iio charge onl the agIrieLLlttlral districts or
Onl the goldclikl for that. The metropolitan
rate payers are paying every- peony of interest and
sinking fund. Let U1S take Lte State tradinig
concerns, whbich have Cost about £700,000.

MAr. Hardwick:- Seven hundred thousand
pen nlds F

H-on. P. Collier : That doves not include the
septic tanlks.

Hon. IV. C. ANU WIN : It is not necessary for me
to refer to the State trading concerns at length,
becauise we can, if neicessary, deal with them on
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the items. But T ask lhon. members now to
refer to the Special Estimates brought down by
the Treasurer, dealing with State trading concerns,
only. From those Estimates it will be seen that
the Treasurer expects to receive from State trading
concerns £24,000 in excess of interest and sinking
fund. That balance of £24,000 will go to Con-
solidlated Revenue. Moreover, this is the first
time that ever the Government purchase of cattle
has been included in State trading concerns. I
looked up the State Trading Concerns Act to see
whether there was any right to put that itoma in
the State trading concerns.

The Colonial Treasurer: There is not.
Hon. N11. C. ANGW'TN: Last year the itent apl-

peared under Business Undortakings.
lion. P. Collier: Because it show~s a loss it is

under trading concerns.
Hoer. W. C. ANGW[N : I -as just going to say

that. Last year the cattle purchase of the Labour
Government returned to the State a profit of
£:28,000.

The Colonial Treasurer: I think it "as £25,000.
Hon. W. C. ANOWI N: We w~ill say £2.5,000,

then. This year the cattle purchase of the Liberal
Government shows a loss of £32,000.

Mr. Troy: Business acumeon.
Hen. W. C. ANG WIN : Accordingly, the Govern,-

niont included the transaction in Stato trading
concerns. Those concerns, which have received
so ninch condemnation, thus have to carry that
loss.

Trhe Colonial Treasurer: That is not so.
Holl. W. C. ANOWIN : Had it not been for the

inclusion of the cattle purchase in State trading
coocens, they would have been showing a surplus
of £.56,000 instead of £24,000.

The Colonial Treasurer: Your idea may be right,
but the motive you attribute is wrong.

Honl. W. C. A NOWIN : The item should not
have been, there.

Hor. P. Collier: Why the alteration
T]he Colonial Treasurer: I was advised that it

ought to be there.
][l. W. C. ANGW.[N :Next conies the Perth

lTramways power house, which cost £943,722.
T]hat is paying interest and sinking fund to-clay.
Again, the workers' homes, which some country
memibers, condemned so much, are paying interest
and sinking fund, anid also a small prolit, on their
calpitalisation of £.553,244. Then there is the
Agr-icultural Bank, to which borrowers; are paying
interest on £t1,547,761. Assistance to Settlers
accounts for£802,000. W~ehave had thestatement
of the Minister for Industries, pointing out the
wonderful work wvhich has been done with this
mooney, and showing that the w-hole of the money
is coming back to the State.

Mr. H. Robinson: No hops!
Hon. W. C. ANOWiN: Any loss which may

be incurred will be more than compensated by
paymeonts of interest. The Ravenstltorpec snmelter,
representing £139,000, is paying interest. The
"renlantle Harbour Works, £400,000, are also

'fleeting interest all(I sinking fund. Thus we have
61 millions, representing one-half of Western
Australias increased indebtedness, not costing
the revenue of the State one shilling for interest
or sinking fend. And yet we hear this talk of
extravagance! It is a very good thing there has
been extravagance of this kind ;otherwise, owing
to non-exponditure of money, the State would be
in a far worse position. A gentleman said to 'no
recently. I find the Government arm making
alterations in their p)olicy ; they do not intend to

raise money in the same maner as you (lid;
they intend to decrease to a large extent the loan
expenditure." But we know that the Govern-
ment cannot raise money at all. I am confident
some members of the piesent Ministry would raise
money much more quickly than we did, if only
they had the opportunity. The money which the
Government are receiving to-day-or the greater
portion of it-is money which "-as raised by the
Labour Government. They have the use of the
£139,000 wvhich "'as loaned to the smelters, and
of the £802,000 borrowed for assistance to settlers.
They are receiving ahmost weekly repayment in
respect of the house connections and the sewerage
in the metropolitan area, and repayments for
WVorkera' Homes. And so I could go on, clearly
showing that since the Labour Government wvent
out of office much money has been paid back.
The present Government have thus received close
on one million pounds in 12 months. There is
no exaggeration about that. The present Govern-
ment are financing principally on loan moneys
raised by the Labour Government, and on moneys,
now being Paid back, which had also been raised
by the Labour- Government.

Air. Pickering: What about the money paid to
Noelanas?

Hon. W. C. ANG WIN: We paid Noelanas £1 ,000
or £8,000.

The Minister for Werks : Nine thousand pounds.
Hen. W. C. ANOWIN : That would include

£1,000 for another class of work. We paid Nevanasl
£1,000 or £8,000, apact from his official report,
and we received for that payment materials which
at the time, on the estimate of the Chief Architect,
wrere worth £13,000).

The Minister for Works :That does not justify
the deal.

Mir. Munsie: There is no one knows it better
than the Minister for Works, who was chairman
of the select committee that inquired into the
Wyndham freezing works.

Hen. W. C. ANGWIN T~he Premier said the
other evening that the Government wore not going
to repeat the extravagance of the last. Hie said
the Government hadl to mark ltme in regard to
flew settlement. The Minister for Works then
interjected, "Ohl, this will go onl for years, owing
to the extravagance of the Labonr Government."
The Minister fer Works wasc referring to the deficit.
No doubt it will go en for years, whatever the
deficit may be. I have heroe a cutting from a
paper called the ])Daily News," with the headings
.Extravagance of the Scaddan Government-

Mr. Gardiner's task-Criticism by the "Argus.'
The "Daily News "quotes the "Argus " as
saying-

When a Liberal Mlinistry previously followed
a Labour Administration in Weste-n Australia.
it was able in the course of years gradually to
restore order out of financial chaos.

1 want the Treasurer to listen to this, in order that
he may reognise what an awkward position Ito
is in. When Mr. flaglish left dfike, its Ministry
carried a, name withI it, u-hich name is k-new'n to
theSta, "the'Mlrk TimeMinistry." The Premier,
I snuppoe, intends to follow, in the footsteps of
Mr. IDaglish, because hel has said that the Govern,-
count initended to mark time. That is the worst
expression ever tittered by Mr. Dagilab. It was
quoted against him again and again in this State.
'l'he Daglish Government left a deficit of only
A£46,000. But the "Arges " says; it took years to
set that position right. What is the present
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Treasurer going to do ivith his deficit of millions
Tile 't Argus "further says-

'rite deplorable drift 'in the spending depart-
ments was, stepped. and by the time the swing
of the pendultum brought Labour again minte
power the Treasury u-ms in credit on its account
to the amount of £13,000.

That is another lie. Iilstt'Cd of a credit of £13,000)
there was a doticit of £80,000.

Mr. Monsie:; It Was 1C86.000 odd.
lion. Wl. C. ANCAVWIN : I agree with the Minister

for Works that this will go on for years, Mfembers.
will keep it upl for rears, or at least the "l)aily
News 1,will,

The 'Minister for Works -: What is the use of
thrashing dlead dogs ? This is a memory of the
past.

Mr. H. Robinson : Tell uis how to pay the interest
n the IS millions vnip borrowed.

Roen, W. C. ANCIT WfN :. We never borrowed
184 millions.

Mr. Hf. Robinson : You spent 30 mlillions while
you weare in oloc.

R-on. W. 0. ANO WIN :1 would not regret it if
we had spent 40 mnillion% in the samneadantageoms
nner. But we have not. The Premier has

said that the Government hare no direact ioulicvy.
but are out to econoinise. T caninot nmyself find
language squitable to describe the necessity for
f'ceronmv.

'rhle Minister for Works: Not explressie.
languiage.

Honl, W, C. A NCOIN : Therefore I will1 fall hack
upon the words the pr-esent Treasurer used in
1915. He said-

The Premier says that economy shall be the
keynote of this year's adiainistration. It is
qllite refresh1ing to hear economy spoken, hut
it is going to be even more refreshing to see it
practised. W~e talk a good deal about economy.
My experience, is that %m-c aire all advocates of
economy until it touches those interests we are
concerned. in. and then wea are no longer advocates
of I t.

We hadl an instance of that to-night, ulmen tile
muemiber for Cascoy* ne (M1r. Angelo) was dealing
with the question of State steamers. Trhe re-
marks of the present Treasurer continue-

There is a lot of sham iii tile cry for economy
inl this House.

That is what the present Treasurer said. Ho had
been previously in office, andi hie kneuw what he
had to go through.

The Colonial Treasurer:- People no not want
economy.

lion. WV. C. ANOWIN\: Nor do nmembers w-ant
it either. Let us look at the position in regard
to Consolidated Revenue, in the year ended
10th June, 10 16, our revenue, less trading concerns
-hon. members should realise that in 1916 the
full amount of receipts and e'4penditure from
trading concerns u;-as pust in the Estimates, not
merely the interest and sinking fund as is the
practice to-day. Taking the two together both
revenue and expenditure ran over £600,090 each,
Therefore, to get the comparative statement, we
hare to take the revenue and expenditure of 1910,
lews revenue and expenditure en trading concerns,
which brings the revenue in that year to
£C4,846,074; and the estimated revenue this

revar is £4.400),732. or a decrease of £445,342.
One would have thought that with the fall
in revenue every attempt w-ould have been
made to bring about a corresponding decrease
in expenditure, or if it could not he decreased, at

least to prevent if from increasing. But what d
we find ? In the year ended 30th June, 1916, th
expend~iture was £:5,091,721, while the estimate
expenditure for this year is £ 5,337,043, or a
increase of £24.5,322. The Treasurer and hi
supporters might say "Look at the large inereas
in interest and sinking fund ;but for that w
would. have had no increase in expenditure.'
Bitt, as a matter of fact, the increase in interes
and sinking fund amounts to only £215o,000.
mention this to shsow that mven our b~orron-oc
mioney is not responsible for the position we arn
in to-day, because, allowing for the increase(
interest and sinking fund, the expenditure is stil
£30,000 more than it was in 190, Yet we- an
accaused of having been an extravagant Govern
ilont. If the Labour Government were extra
vagant, what has been, done since their time tt
keepl the expenditure within the bounds. they sol
to it ? There is not a department of governmnent
hut shows an increase in excpenditure as againsi
1916.

The Colonial TIreasurer: How do you ]nakr
that out?

H~on. W. C. ANOWIN Yes, there is one,
tile Treasury. 'I'he Mines Department showe
a small increase (of 188 over the ocpendisure oh
WI&6 Wends and Forests show ant increase el
£3,807 . PUb~ic Works an increase of £34,515
Colonial Secretary an increase of £23,800 ; Educa-
tion an. increase of £42,392 ;Atterney General an
increase of £3,337. In this connection, of course
there has been an election, which provides some
sort of excuse. The Lands and the Agrioltora
Departments, administered by the Premier, whc
who talks so much about economy, show an
increase of £4,078 inl explenditure, and that in the
face of a big decrease in revenue. The Industries
Assistance Board and the Agricultural B3ank show
an inerease ill e~xpelnditure of £5,578, as Against
1910. It is true the Treasurer has shown a (toc
crease ill tile Estimates as against last year, but u
large increase in the cost of departments has
taken place silnce the extravagant Lalbour Govern-
inent left office, an increase of no less than £ 118.000.
Last timec the Estimates were introduced I stood,
in my place here and 1leinted out increases right
through the Estimates.

Mr. Nairn: How much of the increases re-
present wages ?

Hon. WV. C. ANOWiX:- Very little. Last
year every Minister denied that there was any,
increase in the expenditure. I was distinctly
told in repeet of every vote I opposed that it wais
not really increased, that the apparent increase
was brought about in somec other way, and that it
really represented a saving. Consequently I was
unable to reduce any of the votes, because Ministers
assu red the Committee that there were no increases
in expenditure. The Treasurer to-day has cut
down his Estimates by £60,000, with an increased
interest and sinking fund bill, and yet we find the
expenditure on departments has increased by
£11.8,000. over the expenditure of 1015-16. 1 say
that with a decrease in revenue the least that a
Government preaching eonomy should have done,
was to have kept expenditure within the Emits of
1916. This is the Goverrnent who, as private
members, refused taxation power to the Govern-
ment of 1915-16. When the deficit steed at
£500,000 these lion. members declared it to be
alarming. It was nearly a million and a half
when the late Government took office, and now
this Government of economy have increased
expenditure. it is true that a large portion o
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the increase has gone in education. 'The late
Minister for Education, thle tasenber for KanuOwuts
(Ron. T, Walker), was voted £322,041t in 1t1o W, H
continually impressed uponl his officers thle necessity
fom' econnuiising and( keeping tile vote down, and as
a, result he was able to saive ot of that vote about
£6,000. 1 give place to no mtan ixx Western Aius-
tralia in in y advocacy of the provision of proper
edu11cationlal fac0ilities, hut I1 honestly believe that
that vote should not have beent Increased onl a
falling revenue,. Yet, it has been increased by
M42AO. Thle minister' who as private neusher

deelared that the deficit was alarming. failed to
get through hist first y'ear of ohhice without ve'eeedixg
his vote bjy £16006. and ini addition to that ho
conies along and wants another icrease cof £25,000
this year. Some oif the Ministers in thle lrtsent
C loverninent have no idea ofl econoxay. As the
macusher forriascoyn (M1r. Angelo) said, they should
lie told straight out that they maust pri-etise
economly. It is true the Gloverninent have mnade.
a little saving in their expoenditure, but that is onl
thle business undertaking-s -not to be c- onfused
with the trading concerns. It amtounts to £40,455
.as against 1915-16. But while they hlave reduced
their ex--penditure to this extent their revenue
has fallen off by £376.09 I, and so, when we take
the two decreases together, we Iii1' there has been
practically no0 saving at all, and that 11o attemapt
has been mnade to keep the expenditure within
the revenue.

'Mr. H. Robinson:- What ablout the loss of
£43,000 on your importation of wheat ?

Hen. W. C. ANOWIN : If that importation
had not been mnade, and if we hadt not got rain
early in February, the people would have had
nothing to eat. There was no wheat in the State,
and our importation was miade with thle object of
pr-oviding fond for the people in ease the rains
did atot Comte. It was a saving tIn the State. The
hon. mnember rexaincis nto of a farmer who was
talking to another faniner here some vvcars age at
aL time Whenk there Wall -a dro-4ught in the( Eastern
States. He. saud to this other farmer, -1 Isee by the
paiper that they have hadl rain in tile' Eastern
States." The tither mxiin said, "'tes. what a, pity
the drought did net remain lunger', for we would
have habd inore money for our chaff." I1 prefer
I lie rain and the loss oii thle wheat, though it would
have been thL bnore payable lprrositixmk to have
had the rain without the loss.

Mr. Minskie. It would have been a had thing
for this country if this had not Ibeen done. The
wheat salved thua people, or wouild ]lave (lone
Fio if the rain had not come.

Iron. WV. C. ANGWVIX : fin thle year 191.1--16
there was a deficit onl the work of the year of
al)Pro70Xlmnatcly £343,000. There were jnoneys
(oinig to thle consolidated revenue at thle tihanU
over and above the sunts owing according to
the Auditor General's repoxrt. amounting to approx-
limately £350,000. Thle mnember fo r Albany
(Mtr. H.- Robinson) has penxsoid the Auiiditor Gcoenera Is
report very closely indeetl, but this hart oif it
evidently does not suit his poic l'bx repeatr
shows that the aniount of mnuey owing to conl-
solidated revenue was £:400,086 4s. The okliaius
outstanding amiounted to £5- '4.311 (is. 5 1. Whe-re.
imay' I ask, is the £9,M-) aieatienv-il a"i owiiig
by the member for Northa's (Mlf~'. .1. Mitchell)?
If we had had the money3 then Owilxg top tile State
there would have br-eu Pico deficit at all oin the
work of the year. in addition to this, we left
stock in the various trading concerns, paid for
Gut of revenue, to the value of £233,000, atid if

we had been able to realise onl those stocks there
would have been a, surplus in that year, Of
coxirse', soxeec of the stock had been paid for pro-
viously. Notwithstanding all this. we were told
that extravaganice existed, that want of ability
Was shown., that 110 atti'mapt Was Madte to econ-
oiulise, and stuiidity and ignorance were remonved
by~ dulu~icity and intrigue ;but, however that
to1v be, there. have now been purchased in place

oftbs'att xibaites inlancial genlius~ and bujsimies

Mr. JPielxeing: of Which wve have evidence.
H-on. W, (', A Nu WIN:. Whatt has been thle re-

sit to thle State ? Inl two vefrS this financial
geniusB and business acuelin have built up an
additional deficit of one million six hundred theta.
sand iseutisq odd, notwithstanding the fact that in
115-16 we left amiounts outstanding to theo tune

of £350,000 to meoet at delicit of £343,000, as well
as stockc valued at ua:;:t000. Clod help thle
country fromn such finzacial geniuses in thle future!
Maky we protect it fromt busileass eculnen of that
nature.

M1r. _NAim : [ sixppose thle war had nothing to
d1o withi it.

lRon. IV. C. AXIIWIN: ;It had nothing to do
with the previous state of the country when thle
Llbou r Clovxernnxent was in office. 'Jho him.
niexubur)O has repeatedlyV s.6l all thalt is wvanted
iN businessq acumen41.

Mr. Nairn : l id not use that expressin.
lHon. IV, C. AX(AWIN: The hon. nuenber sup1-

poited it by his voe, and had a lot to do with
nmakixng the change.

'rhe Colonial 'Jreasuror: That is not fair.
lion. IV. C. ANUIWIN :I withdraw. Had it

not been for the want of shipping to help uis inl
getting Our timlber's to the Old country axid else-
where, and had we beexn Able to sell and( deliver
our timbers which we hatt already cult and the
exacluixeri' whlich had beern mianufactured, we
would hareo had anoither £233,000X

Theo Colonial Treasuirer: I suppose, but for the
wax-, we, could have sold a let of thle timber we
have already exit,

Ron. IV. C'. AIN(.WIN: Yes, but the lovorn-
mnerit at-c not cutting timber there to-day in thle
sauxe proportieni as was thle ease in our timne.
'l'luy have tinulier there which was out whlen, they
took office.

'T'he (Colonial t'masuxr I-our argument is that
if tixxxher Was ctut befon thle war it should lhav-
been at realisable aset?

Hon, W. C. A.\( WIN : No ; what I want to
sllow, as far ats Possible, is that the result of thle
xvox-lc tif thle (Joverlnielit was muot brought about
b) extrax-agane~e, but by the war.

The, ('ohonial Treasurer : That is all right.
Hon. WV. C. ARC WiN : To tuemibers opposite

the result was dute to extravagance, wan"t Of busi.
xxess aelnenl"nxd to thle fact thxat we did ixot poss
(lie ieeesntsxy finciaiul ability.

Mr. Nairn ; Row mutch did you lose by the
Novaxuas conntc

lion. W. C. ARCNWIN : Not onae penny.
Mr,.1 3lkie-: Youj lost xuxuxoy- owing to thle bail

aidxxinistratixin of thle 90enius who is nimatllixa]g
hin work.

The! ('A I IIAN: Wil lion. inenubers kindly
ri raixi frxxiil intim-j-tiiig 7

'[']xe Colonial 'lreasu1rer: 1 waus begininxg to
wuoiulea whxethuer this Wast all xorrh-strn., ont.

Hon. W1. C. ANGWIN: What ha's happenejad
sincee I left ohiCe. has tiothing toc do0 with me.-



rp rrB~nn'rav. 3018.1 r,

MIfr. Nairn : What about the powellising contract ?
Hon. W. C. ANGII: The M(inister for Works

has4 stated[ in this f-ouse that the estimated cost of
thle freezingz works at Wvodhain was E270,t1100.
It isl now over [3"0,000. 11 the G~overnmncnt have'(
nlow altered their plans anid increased thle cost to
tIs exteut they' most take the- respronsibility-

MNr. 'remciale': The plans were not practicable

lion. WV. C. AX0Wf WIN Thor were-.
Mr. 1hunsie : They wvere admittedt to hii pine-

fioable bv the man' controlling the works Yoiu.
41o not like hard facts.

Hon. W. C, AS('W IN:- We have been asRked to
mat-c sauggestions. Thle Treasurer apipc'alcd to
his ot her-to co-directors in this House- and asked for

iil~csion Bu itis eA expected that I sh ulc
makelc ant' sugges9tions.

Thle Colonial Treasurer:- When T sart over there
T gave yenu all the help I could.

lHen. W, C. ANCIWIN: T know all about that.
During the abswee of thle Treaurer from the

Chambher the other night the Premier said that lie
did not expect lion, nmeobers on this side of the
ho10use to show fihe (:ovornmcnt how to effect

Peonoinbecs, or to carry onl tho Gnornment. Where
does the Consistency of M11inisters' actions conic in?9
One Mfinisiter repeatedly says one thing, and
another M.%inister say. s 'something of a directly
opposite nature. And while the Treasurer comes
forward and makes such suggestion, the Premier
say1 s. " We do not expect you to do it andi if you
fio we will not carry it into effect."

The Premier: I did not say that.
The Colonial Treasurer: Your own leader when

i0 ower said ho was going to demand it from us.
Hion. W. C. ANCAWIN : That is different.
The Colonial Treasurer: Of course it is different,

Why are you giving us nonsense like that ?
I-on. WV. C. ANG-WLN:. Theo lion. niemuber can

regard it as nonsense, but it is thle position to-clay.
I object to be told that we are not expected to give
assistance.

'rho Colonial reuasurer: Let mc give YOU credit
by saying that you have always tried to help us.

F-tn. W. C'. ANGWLN : We have had several
suggestions put forward, suggestions from the
member for York who stated thaL if the railway
fares are increaised. tins industries will he crippled,
and from the member for North Perth, who in thle
public press has declared that the only remedy for
wipingf ot the deficit i to reduce the tramway
fares.' It is %-ery good at a time like the present to
advocate that there should lie a reduction in these
fares, especially when the train.- aire just hare-ly
playing interest and sinking fund. I holoe tht-
'Pretiur will take that advice if lie thinks it will
help him" to wipe ouit the deficit. '1he member for
Perth recommsended increased taxation and re-
treochnient. I honestly believe that the Goveci-

ioent of the day will have no difficulty in por-
smiading hon. ineinbers in another pilace to agree
to increased taxation. Hon. Memihers %%rill pass it
for the Government now in power, but they would
not pass it whemi the Labour Government 511g.
treated it. ft will depend too, on how the tax is
imp~osed. The Treasurer suggests a super tax for
this year and minoir savings3 the latter I disarrc-i
with. WVe will know what the super tax is when
the Bill comes down. The Premier in the Course
of his speech said that everything will bie allriglit
inl the Sweet by and byL that the State has recuper-
aitive powiers and immediately the ir dc55e.L an([

we get into rurnig order again, there will be no
further trouble. The memrber for S9wanI has
drifted in tio glo r land withI the, Pr-emie r.

.1r. Nairn : And a lllppt' state, too.
'The CoAonial Treaurer : Now dillit you got

piessJimlistic.
Ron. WV. C. ANOII : Any ho, member who

tells uts that we will get into proper ruinning iordler
in two y-ears dues not know what hie is talking
abou t.

.Nr, Nairn ;Who said that ?
Hin. IV. C. ANMWN : Tlherc is inl cdoubt about

it that if we rani get straight in ten years after the
war is over we shall1 lit very thankftul, I want to
say a few words in tconnectiono with thle sinking
fui. The re-siirer -ead tin Exectitive Council
Minute P1illisheiL inl 1901 the nllect, of which was
aL refusal by thu British Government to allow the
sinking funad to lie hiterfered with. Is it not
strange that the British Government should come
tri one of the outposts (of the. Empire, particularly
ii plac like Western Australia. from which State
sqo many men have gone to fight the Empire's
battes-

31r. Picketing : Our battles.
H-on. IV. C. A'NUGWIX:- We had no say in gai ng

into it -we accepitedl tile position as loval subjects.
Is it not strange that the British Government at
a tinte like the present.. sho101ld stop US from1 Using
the sinking fund to the best advantage, when they
themselves have not paid a penny into t he ir sin king
fund since the beginning of the war. Whebn the
Labour partv- took office attempts were made to
prevent the Governmnt borrowing money and
Ca6rrying Out Works Which Were left as legacies by
the Liberal Government. Ito my opinion the
samu action is being applied in Lonadon to-day as it
Was op ldietl in it) II. . believe sonc underhand
engineering has been going on for the purpose of
preventing the prescent Gotvernment from usiiig
the sinking fund to adtvantage for the benefit of the
State. I mat' be wrong. hot I will tell bon. moot-
bers why I have formed that opinion. We have
sinking fund trustees. One is the Agent General
of this State. and any peurson woulid think that
before those trustees approached [lit! British
Gioveronent in regard to our sinking fund the;y
woukt first have communicated with the Govern-
meat of Western Australia to aseortain their views.
Ini reply to a question of mine. put bcy way of inter-
jection towards the close of the Budget speech.
thle rreasturer told uts clearly and dist-ineCth- that
the trustees had not eorlninnieated with the
Government before action was taken. In ow%
opiniQ1n. the action was wrong. I consider the
British Glovernmnt hadl no right to interfere
until they were inl possession of the views of this
Government. It may lie that the British (:overn.
ment were guided by a discussionn which tooik place
in this Chamber. Mfr. Seaddan, on one Occasion.
gave Treasury bonds for the pturpose of carrying onl
public works inl this State. He adopte-d that
course in preference to borrowiiig money at a
hear3' rate of interest. Ini the course of the. (Ii,
eiission 31r. George "aid. by way of interjection -

Yu are breaking youir undertaking with all
who subscribed to thle loan. It would lie a de-
liberate breach of faith with the lion([ holders.

fob-serve the present 'l'reaiirer was not too mntch
inl symlpathy with tile propiosal at the timie, and
according to his specc-h he was afraid that injury
mlight be- do~noelt Western Australia. Still.

Obijection was not ttkc-n hb' himt as it wats taken by
other hon. nwilmers. The present Attorney
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General, however, waxed eloquent on the subject,,
sWar in such a bad plight finiancialy thatt

not only has tile Treasurer flouted the 'House
in the way I hay0 lcseribed, but lie is going to
endeavour to flout the laws of the outntiry. -Bt
1 do0 not think hie will succeed.

Tbe lhont, gentleman then pointed out thant an
action could lie brought by any person with a view
to preventing the reasurer ftront taking the course
he proposed. Tlhe present Premier oni that occasion
sid-

I would like the Prenmier to consult, his financial
advisers in London as to whether they think it
would be wise for Western Australia to invest
thie sinking fund[ inl new stock. I ast quite,
certain he will receive but one answer, namtely,
"'No,' To dto that would make it appear to the
world that we were in extrentis finanicially, and
that would certainlyV be detrimental to the in-
terests of Western Australia,

Possibly the trustees were guided by % that dis.
cussion to the conclusion that they could make
representations to the British Government without
first consulting the Wes4tern Australian Govern-
unt as new constituted. What is the position so
far as Western Australia is concerned ? I maintain
that if the Treasurer had been asked to make a
statement with regard to this mlatterL to the sinking
fund trustees, hie could have put upl such a ease
that they would have hadt great difficulty in re-
fusing thle Government's proposal. I find that
New South WVales. oin the 3rd June, 1916, had only
a sinking fundl of £439,612, while their indebtedness
amljounted to £1.30,514,000,

The Colonial Treasurer : The Premtier of New
South Wales told ietc that his State had suspeinded
all its sinking funds.

Hon. IV. C. AN WVIN : 'That is what I am
comning to. TIhe New South WVales State Debt aind
Sinking Fund Act of 1904 provides--

There shiall bie issued during each financial
wa;%r front the Consolidated Revenue Fund to
the Commissioners, anid placed by themi to the
credit of the general sinking fund, the amiount of
three liundered. and fifty thousand pounds, and
such further amiount as Parliament nMay provide.

That was enacted in 1904. But in 1914 the
NIew South Wales Parliament pse tt
Debt and Sinking Fund Amendment Act which
added the following proviso-

Provided that where at the close of any
financial year there is a deficiency con the Con-
solidated Revenue Account, the Commissioners
shall repay to the Consolidated Revenue Fund
ans amount, not being greater than such defi-
ciency, which has been issued from the said
fund to the Commissioners dluring the said year.

While they give it by one Act, they take it away
by another. So they really have no sinking fun~d
whatever.

The Colonial Treasurer:- South Australia has
suspended its sinking fund, too.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN : I wish to d]raw the
particular attentien of heon, members to this.
,South Aus9tralia. in 191.5, after the war had broken
out, paissed an Act of Parliament--which I have
here, hearing the signature of the Governor-

suspending paymnent of sinking fund for the year
1916. No such act-ion a was taken in the case
of Western Australia should have been taken
without prior consultation with our Government,
So that there inight have been an e'cplanationi of
the Position as it affected this State. We are in
a very happy position as regards repayment of

loans, Ranging from 1921 to 1027, outside the
Commonwealth loan, we have about £5,800,000 to
repay, and we have to-day ever two miill ion pounds
in bland, by way ef sinking fund, towards that
repayment. I have noticed in "Hansen]" a
suggestion by the presnt T lreasurer that there
Was a possibility of Suspending payment of in-
terest anid sinking fund( onl so much of our stock
as we have repurchased,

The Colonial 'lreasurer: I still think that.
it regard to stock which we hold ourselves, we
would not be breaking faith with anybody.

Hon. W. 0. ANOWVIN : lTat suspension would
amjounst to about £403.000. which would hellp uis
materially.-

The Colonial Treasurer: That would be intere-st
nd sinking fund.-

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN .1 think the Treasurer
should leek into the matter carefully, to See if
he canl get that relief temporarily, for the period
of the war, to assist his finances. We seem to be
getting into the grip of the Commonwealth Guy-
ermnent financially. H Every State of the Commnon-
wealth seems to be getting into the samne position.-
There is a possibility that, owing to the States
being thes grappled financially, the Commonwealth
may at an early date enforce the taking over of
the State debts, or perhaps unification. That
becing so, if we can cancel the inscribed stock which
we have purchased by way of sinking fund, we
shall, for the timne being, reap the benefit of interest
and sinking fund, to the ex.,tenlt of about £:400,000
a year, which we are now paying, But while
the Commonwealth put their hands on it, we eani
rest asi§ured that we shiall. have to continue paying
it until all our debts have beens redeemed. I hope
the Treasurer will give this consideration. We
have heard a lot about our deficit. There is net
in A ustralie any State which baa to mneet obligations
suich as ours, and which is in as sound a position
as Western Australia. Almost the whole of our
deficit is represented in the amount we have paid
into the sinking flund. Front the 30th l]one,
1911t, to the 31sat March, 1017, we paid £2,496,348
to the sinking fund. if, like New South Walesi
and South Australia and the other Eastern States.
we bad not paid into our sinking flund, we wouldl
not have had anty deficit to-day. We are only
increasing our indebtedness by borrowing money
to redeem previous debts. I sometimes think
we are inclined to be too pessimistic about our
finances. There is no doubt that the Governmient
have had and are having a difficult time. Rton.
members realise that our trade has been very
much affected during the last year or two owing
to the war and that this in itself has put a heavy
strain on the finances. In 1916-16 our imports
amoumnted to over £28 per head of the popiulation,
while our exports represented a little over £25.
In 1()16-17, the latest reports we have, our int-
ports amiounted to £30 per head, or £2 more than
in 1915-16, while the exports were a little over
£17 per bead, or nearly £8 less than in the preceding
year. Thus we have a difference inl the trade
of the country of a little over three millions oif
money in one year. That includes everything
that has gene out of the State. Clearly this must
affect the finances of the State. I want lion.
members to realise that neither the gold mining
industry nor the agricultural industry is in too
rosy a position to-day. The agricultural industry
has been dependent almost entirely this year onl
advances front the Government. and is, is necessary
that the Government should look as closely as
possible into the position. While I believe the
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people am a whole realise the necessity for increased
taxation, yet it is clearly the duty of the Govern-
ment to attempt to keep expenditure within
revenue, In any such attempt the Government
will have the support of members on both sides
of the House. The Labour Government who
were accused of extravagance sod removed from
office on the score of lack of ability, have been
succeeded by a combination of financial genus!
and business acumen that has increased the
deficit by over £1,600,000.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11 -5 p.m.

1cgi~Iativc Council,
Tuesday, 26th February, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.80
p.m1., and read prayers.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' and "Paperb
presented'' see 'Minutes of Proceedings.'']

MOTIO.N-ELECTORAL, METROPOLITAN11
PROVINCE.

Scat Declared Vacant.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hun. H.

P. Colebatch-East) [4.35]. 1 move--
"That in consequence of the resignation

of the Hon. H3. Boan as a membar of the
Legislative Council for the 'Metropolitan
Province, lisa seat is hereby declared va-
cant.''

I regret very much the circumstances that
have rendered this motion necessary. The
answvers I have just given to questions asked
by 'Mr. Kingsmill will mnake clear to the House
the conditions under which M.%r. Roan arranged
for the establishment of tie agency of the
State Savinigs Bank at his establishment.
They disclose the fact that this agency was
not established at the request of M-%r, Boan
for the purpose of increasing the popularity
or profits of his business, which would hare
been a perfectly legitimate action for any
business man to have adopted. The branch
was established in the first instance at the
suggestion of an officer of the Government
S;avings Bank. At that time, four years ago,
when the suggestion was first made and the
ngcuecy was established, the Gnve-emnent were
faced with the necessity of competing against
the C'ommonwealth Savings Hank. I hold the
vijew, andl I have no doubt it will be shared
by a large number of membhers, that in start-
ilig the Savings Bank, the Commonwealth
Governmnent were invading the proper rights
of the States and were straining, to say the
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least of I the provisions of the Constitution
Act governing the operations of the State Sav-
ings Bank. Even those who differ froni me
will, I think, agree that qa long as two Sav-
ings Banks are continued this must inevit-
ably result in a great (teal of unnecessary
and wasteful expenditure. The position at
the time was that there was considerably over
four millions of money invested in the Say-
iugs Bank, and there was a great danger of
this drifting gradually into the Commonwealth
Hank, for this important reason, that from
the time when the Savings Banks were first
established in England, the Post Office has
always been regarded as the home of the Sav-
ings Bank, and as the Comnionwealth had the
Post Offices it was feared, and very properly,
that the money would gradually drift into
the C2omnmonwealth Savings Bank. During the
first two years of the operations of the Com-
monwealth Savings flank the withdrawals
from the State Savings Bank were on such a
scale that, notwithstanding the accumulation
of interest on remaining deposits, each of
those two years showed a smaller balance at
the end of the year than stood to the creit
of depositors at the beginning of the year.
'Had that condition of affairs continued it
would have been a serious matter for the
State, for practically the whole of the Savings
Bank funds were invested in large undertak-
ings for which other provision would have
had to be made had that money been with-
drawn. After two years the State Savings
Bank began to hold its own again, and during
the year eisded 30Oth Tune, 1911, there was a sub-
stantial increase in deposits over withdrawals
amounting to £200,000, and for the following
six months up to the end of the last calendar
year there was an increase of £80,000. 1 am
not suggesting that this big increase was due
to the establishment of the agency at Messrs.
Boan Bros.' emporium, but the fact that this
agency was the fourth highest in the State, in-
cluding the central office, shows that the
policy suggested by the official of the Sav-
ings Bank, that an agency should be estab-
lished there, was a wise one and one which
has had a good effect. I mention this to make
clear to tine public that the circumstances which
resulted in "Mr. Bonn sending in his resiga-
tion as a member of this House have arisen
through his undertaking, at the suggestion of
an officer of the Savings Bank, an agency
which has proved very satisfactory to the Oov-
erment Savings Bank and incidentally to the
State in general. No doubt it is a very wise
provision of our Constitution Act that mema-
hers of Parliament shonld be debarred from
accepting commissions from the Government,
and it is necessary that the provisions should
he observed both in the letter and in the spirit
if we are to maintain that high reputation
which Australian Parliaments have happily
enjoyed. The action taken by Ifr. Bonn in
resigning his seat and returning the n-hole of
the allowance he had received during the 10
months of his membership in Parliament is,
I am sure, in keeping with what might have
been expected from a man- of Mr. BoannIs
character, and from a man having such a high
regard, as I am sure he had, for the tradi-
tions of this House. His action will be appre-
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